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ALAMO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD AT 

ALAMO TOWNSHIP HALL 
7901 N. 6TH ST. 

KALAMAZOO, MI  49009 
March 1, 2016 

 

Meeting Called To Order:  Chairman Patrick Studabaker called the meeting to order with the Pledge Of 

Allegiance at 7:02PM. 

Roll Call Of Commissioners:  Chairman Patrick Studabake, Vice Chair Pauline Keiser, Commissioner Dick 

Bennett, Commissioner Don Porter, Commissioner David Veenstra, and Secretary Belden Smith.  All present. 

Absent: Commissioner John Kennedy, 

Others Present:  no other citizens were present. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Chair Studabaker asked that the secretary correct the spelling of his name.  

Dick Bennett motioned to approve the minutes with spelling corrections.  Patrick Studabaker supported the 

motion.  The motion was carried without objection. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

A, Residential Land use in Agricultural District;  Chair Studabaker asked commissioners for any considered 

suggestions, they might have had since last month’s meeting regarding possible changes to Section 5.2 – A-

Agriculture District.  Lengthy discussion followed, but in the end there was consensus that the existing 

language, with restrictions to residential lot size, location and dimensions, is still working to preserve tillable 

land in the roughly 7500 acres of land in the Ag District.  The negatives discussed included the speculation that 

smaller lot size may have a stressful effect on the township budget considering the relationship between tax 

base and demand for services.  (The taxable value of smaller houses on smaller lots may not compensate for 

necessary and appropriate requirements of the resident citizens living there.)  However, to the extent that 

smaller lots discourage any residential development at all, the current provisions have the intended effect of 

not only preserving tillable acreage, but also maintaining a district within the township which could 

accommodate livestock production if necessary at least within the twenty-year time horizon of township 

planning.  Furthermore, woodlots, mentioned in the discussion last month, although they may not be tilled 

currently are not necessarily untillable.  Targeting woodlots as potential home sites in the Ag District, it was 

determined, would be inappropriate and inconsistent with the intentions of the Master Plan at this time. 

In the course of discussion Chair Studabaker did make a motion which failed for lack of support. Specifically; 

“If a land owner can show the portion of land is untillable (or untilled) and the land owner wishes to build a 

dwelling, the requirement of Section 5.2 Permitted Use (c) can be waived.” 

Where residential development does occur within the Ag District there was consensus that new utility lines 

and access corridors serving those houses should not be located in such a way as to interfere with the efficient 

operation of agricultural field equipment in the adjacent area.  

 

B, Parking Recommendations: Chair Studabaker informed commissioners that consultant Lee Adams had not 

had a chance to get back to the PC, with response to our questions regarding moderation in the township’s 

paving requirements.  Topic tabled. 
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New Business:  

A. Zoning Board and Planning Commission records are in need of organization.  Pauline Keiser and Patrick 

Studabaker have been working sorting and filing old minutes and associated papers.  They would like 

some help from the other commissioners.  No firm commitments were made, but all agreed to arrange by 

phone to help as they had time. 

B. Commissioners need to be thinking about the next update to the Master Plan.  There was some 

discussion of the possibility of conducting another survey of the township residents.   

Citizen Comments:  There were no citizens other than Planning Commissioners present. 

Commissioner Comments: none 

Adjourn:  Patrick Studabaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dick Bennett supported the motion.  

The motion was carried without objection.  The meeting ended at 9:15 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted  

 

Belden Smith, Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


