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ALAMO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD AT 

THE ALAMO TOWNSHIP FIRE BARN 
7840 N. 6

TH
 ST. 

KALAMAZOO, MI  49009 
August 2, 2016 

 

Meeting Called to Order:  Chairman Patrick Studabaker called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance 

at 7:00PM. 

Roll Call of Commissioners:  Chairman Patrick Studabaker, Vice Chair Pauline Keiser, Commissioner Dick 

Bennett, Commissioner John Kennedy, Commissioner Don Porter, Commissioner David Veenstra, and Secretary 

Belden Smith.  All present. 

Others Present:  Three interested citizens 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  D. Veenstra motioned to approve the minutes of July 7, 2016.  P. Studabaker 

supported the motion.  The motion was carried by voice vote, without objection. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Blight Ordinance Discussion: 

Several commissioners agreed, early on in the discussion, that the "Litter Ordinance" (41-M) is already essentially a 

blight ordinance.  Much of the language in the Alamo Ordinance matches "boiler plate" language found in the Blight 

Ordinances of other municipalities. The Litter Ordinance in combination with the Dangerous Buildings Ordinance 

(25-M) covers most of the issues we intended to consider.  Discussion focused on the idea that changing the name 

of the Litter Ordinance is the most significant change that should be recommended to the Township Board of 

Trustees.  A motion and second to simply recommend a name change was considered but then withdrawn.  The 

commission then went on to explore other possible Ordinance modifications that might be recommended, such as 

the inclusion of a definition of the term Blight.  Elements and provisions of blight ordinances from other communities, 

regulating land use activities not addressed in the Alamo Ordinance ranging from yard sales to wood piles, were 

listed but received little discussion.  Commissioners agreed that they needed more time to review the issue and that 

they will return to the matter in September.  D. Veenstra recommended that commissioners review the definition for 

"Blighted property" contained in Public Act 344 of 1945 (as amended) before next month's meeting. 

 

 

New Business:  None 

Citizen Comments:  Mr. Sweitzer called attention to a newspaper article which explained that nighttime outdoor 

lighting using Light Emitting Diodes, is interfering with astronomical observations more than the old high pressure 

sodium lamps did.     

Commissioner Comments: Chair Studabaker reminded commissioners that a Public Hearing on the recommended 
revision to Article Eight, Section 8.1 - Parking of Motor Vehicles, will be on the agenda for September.  
 
  
 
  
. 
Adjourn:  P. Studabaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  P. Keiser supported the motion.  The motion was 

carried without objection.  The meeting ended by 7:59 PM. 

Respectfully submitted  

Belden Smith, Secretary  


