
Alamo Township Parks Board 
7901 North 6th Street 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
269.382.3366 

  Alamo Township meetings are open to all regardless to race, color, national origin, gender, or disability. Alamo 
Township will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services such as signers for the hearing impaired or audio tape 
of agenda items to be considered at the meeting for individuals with sight impairments up seven days notice to Laura 
Endres, Alamo Township Clerk at 269.382.3366 

 
Agenda June 27, 2017 – 6 pm 

Present: Richard Bennett, Dan Night, Aloh Blanchard, Elizabeth Barker 
 

1. Call to Order – 6:15 pm 
2. Adoption of the May minutes was unanimously approved 
3. Adoption of Agenda was approved with the addition of park signage added 
4. Ranger Report 

a. Dick did 10-12 patrols 
b. Dick and the Boy Scouts (7 scouts and 3 adults) rebuilt the trout structure 
c. Dick has talked to the Township Supervisor about getting Wrong Way signs up in 

the park. There is also a need for a sign identifying the trout structure to hopefully 
prevent unintentional damage by patrons. 

d. Someone dug up and removed perennial plants, worth approximately $180, that 
were around the flagpole between June 17th and June 22nd, and replaced them with 
less appealing annuals. 

e. Dick opened the restrooms three times for groups 
i. We will be looking at ways to be better informed by the Township on 

when the park is being rented so the burden of opening the restrooms can 
be distributed to all of the Park Board Members 

ii. We will also start posting on when the park is rented on the Park’s 
Facebook page so others know the pavilion area is off limits for a time 
period. 

 
5. Old Business 

a. The 5th Street barrier needs to be replaced. We are still waiting to get the State 
Police report and to hear from the Township insurance company.  

i. Family Farm and Home did the barrier the last time 
6. Committees 

a. Programing/activities 
i. Could not find the bunting for the pavilion to use for the car show. It was 

not in the Concession stand as they have been previously. They could be 
in the storage building at the park, but the park board do not have a 
working key. The Township Farm Market also has a canopy in the storage 
building which needs to be verified on its location. 

ii. The car show did wonderfully well with over 200 cars and 10 vendors 
b. Projects 

i. Dick talked to the Dan Shepherd about the pavilion shingles needing 
fixing. The pavilion shingles have now been fixed.  

ii. The swing set was completely installed in time for the car show. The 
transportation of the sand will need to be paid for.  

iii. All the trails need to be trimmed back.  
1. Dan will check with the Boy Scouts to see if they can help work on 

the trails 
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iv. The grass needs to be trimmed around the Park sign to keep it from being 
hidden. Dick will take care of this. 

v. The locks on the new gates need to be replaced using a different design 
than what we currently have.  

1. Keys for the new locks need to be kept to a minimum number with 
a single do not duplicate key would be issue for the head of Little 
League.  

c. Camera research update 
i. Research is continuing. 

7. New Business 
a. Little League 

i. Is the Little League even using the Concession Stand this year? 
ii. We still have not received a schedule or plan from Little League on their 

use of the park 
iii. There was a conflict with the Township Farm Market and All Star Tryouts 

that no one on the Parks Board was aware of until they arrived to set up 
the market. 

iv. Jim and Dick have tried to contact the head of Little League multiple 
times and they have been invited to Park Board Meetings with no 
progress. 

b. Board size 
i. The Parks Board is requesting to return to a seven member board so that 

they may include Mike Lampen and Gayle Blanchard. Both have 
expressed an interest in participating.  

c. Old park gate final disposal 
i. The Park Board request a public apology from Trustee VanderWeele on 

her recent rude conduct towards Parks Board Members Aloh Blanchard,  
Elizabeth Barker, and Museum volunteers in regards to the phone call on 
the storage of the old park gates at the museum in the Farm Implement 
Display building.  

ii. The Parks Board recommend that the old park gates be immediately 
scrapped and the proceeds from that action to be returned to the Parks 
Board budget.  

8. Museum 
1. Electric 

a. The parts have been ordered. Once they arrive, then the electrical system will 
be upgraded.  

2. The ammunition found during inventory has been neutralized by a new Township 
resident and active duty Army member. 

3. The museum volunteers will need help on moving the exhibit platforms in an effort to 
refresh exhibits and to prominently display the Military and Fire Department artifacts. 

9. Citizen Comments - Non agenda Items 
10. Board Member comments 

a. Much thanks and appreciation to the following:  
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i. Trustee John Kennedy and Dan Scheffers who helped with the installation 
of the new swing using their personal time and equipment.  

ii. Harry and Lee Stonburner who dug holes and did the concrete work on the 
swing 

iii. Mike Lampen who broke down and removed the crate the swing came in.  
11. Adjourn – 7:53 pm 

 
 


