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ALAMO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
Held at 

Alamo Township Hall 
7901 North 6th Street. 

Kalamazoo Michigan 49009 
September 5, 2017 

 
Meeting Called to Order:  Chairman Patrick Studabaker called the meeting to order with the Pledge 
of Allegiance at 7:04 PM. 
Chair Studabaker informed the commission that Rebecca Harvey has resigned from the commission 
because of professional scheduling conflicts.  
Roll Call of Commissioners:  Chairman Patrick Studabaker, Commissioner Dick Bennett, 
Commissioner Pauline Keiser, Commissioner John Kennedy, Commissioner Don Porter, and 
Secretary Belden Smith were present.   
Others Present: As the meeting was called to order no other citizens were in attendance.  Zoning 
Board of Appeals member Al Sweitzer arrived soon after. 
Approval of Meeting Minutes:  
P. Studabaker moved to approve the minutes of August 1, 2017.  D. Bennett supported the 
motion. The motion was carried by voice vote, without objection. 
 
Old Business:  
  
 a. Section 8.10(2) - Administration changes 
Chair Studabaker said that Alamo Township Building Official and Zoning Administrator Kevin Cardiff 
was unable to attend the meeting due to a conflict.  Although there was substantial agreement at the 
August meeting on the language needed to facilitate Administrative Site Plan Review (ASPR) in 
Alamo Township, the matter was tabled for further discussion until September.  Commissioners 
decided to further table the issue until K. Cardiff can provide his final input. 
 
 
New Business: On August 23th, Commissioner P. Keiser attended an educational workshop 
presented by the Michigan Township Association at the Fetzer Center, on the Western Michigan 
University campus.  The session, titled Hot Topics in Planning and Zoning, was instructed by MTA 
Legal Counsel Catherine Kaufman.  
Topics discussed included 
a. Solar Power; "Guidelines for zoning provisions for solar farms" 
b. Short Term Rental; "short-term rental regulatory strategies for balancing property rights with 
preservation of your neighborhood residential character" 
c. Marijuana; "an update on the impact of the new Medical Marijuana Facilities Licensing Act…[and] 
the new law regarding medical marijuana provisioning centers" 
 
P. Keiser distributed copies of certain material handed out at the workshop, for commissioners to 
read and familiarize themselves with. 
 
Commissioners, led by P. Keiser, then discussed the three topics, with a primary focus on the 
impending changes in marijuana regulation. 
   
a. Commercial Solar Facilities on PA 116 land are not permitted, as the use is not considered to be 
Agricultural. 
 
b. While the Short-Term Rental issue may be a problem in nearby South Haven and up the lake 
shore, it does not seem to require attention in Alamo Township at this time. 
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c. Although consensus at this time on the part of the commissioners is to avoid having anything to do 
with marijuana in Alamo Township, commissioners acknowledged that much more needs to be 
studied before issuing any recommendation to the Board of Trustees on this complex topic.  It was 
also noted that there is currently no request for a recommendation from the Board.   
 
December 15, 2017 is a beginning date, set out by the state, for municipalities to opt in to (or opt out 
of) the opportunity to develop a regulated relationship with would-be medical marijuana users and 
producers.  Opting out, initially, appears not to have negative consequences, and opting in, as 
currently understood, can be done at any time in the future. 
 
 
From the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) web site (as of 
September 6, 2017); 

Medical Marihuana Facility Licensing 
• In September 2016, the Michigan Legislature passed and governor signed 
into law three bills (House Bills 4209, 4827 and 4210) that will create a licensing and 
regulatory framework for medical marihuana. This regulatory framework must be 
implemented by December 15, 2017. 

The Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) is in the beginning 
stages of establishing this new regulatory structure and is not accepting 
applications or issuing licenses at this time. LARA recommends interested parties 
continue to work with their local governments to procure the local licenses and 
permits required to establish a medical marihuana business. 

A regulatory frame work must be in place at the State (not the local) level by that date. 

A conversational exploration of the possible positive aspects of participation in marijuana permitting 
and regulation in the township produced the speculation that significant and long term tax revenue 
might be realized by opting in early and thereby attracting (and keeping) privately well financed early 
startup businesses, ahead of other municipalities choosing to opt in later on.  The thought that the 
rural character of the township might be better suited than more congested urban areas for this use 
of land was also expressed, noting the agricultural nature of production as well as the greater 
suitability of larger parcels to proper scrutinisation and enforcement.  There was also concern 
expressed for residents of the township currently benefiting from marijuana's legitimate medical 
application.   

Still, on the negative side might be the cost of satisfactory and effective enforcement of local 
regulation, and the cost of compliance with State mandated requirements (not established at this 
time), and the cost of litigation if the "well financed" entities contest the legality of local ordinance 
provisions.  There is also the issue of crime.  The popular press contains mixed appraisal of 
consequences from states like Colorado and Washington, and commissioners' appraisal of the 
current mood of residents seems to be that residents expect crime to increase if marijuana is 
allowed 

Citizen Comments: none 
 
Commissioner Comments: 
 
Commissioner D. Porter suggested that Aloe Blanchard might be an effective seventh member of 
the Commission.  
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Adjourn:  At 7:55 PM, P.  Studabaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  D. Bennett supported 
the motion.  The motion carried on a voice vote without objection.   
 
Respectfully submitted  
Belden Smith, Secretary  
 
Approved October 3, 2017 
 
 


