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ALAMO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
Held at 

Alamo Fire Hall 
7840 North 6th Street. 

Kalamazoo Michigan 49009 
November 7, 2017 

 
Meeting Called to Order:  Chairman Patrick Studabaker called the meeting to order with the Pledge 
of Allegiance at 7:00 PM. 
Roll Call of Commissioners:  Chairman Patrick Studabaker, Commissioner Dick Bennett, 
Commissioner Pauline Keiser, Commissioner John Kennedy, Commissioner Don Porter, and 
Secretary Belden Smith were present.  (A seventh member has not yet been appointed by the 
Township Board of Trustees.) 
Others Present: Alamo Township Building Official and Zoning Administrator Kevin Cardiff, Scott 
Snow, Pat Schmitt 
 
Amendment to the Agenda: Chair Studabaker made motion to engage resident Scott Snow in 
informal discussion with the Planning Commission ahead of Old Business.  The motion was 
supported by J. Kennedy and carried on a voice vote without opposition. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes:  
P. Studabaker moved to approve the minutes of October 3, 2017.  P. Keiser supported the 
motion. The motion was carried by voice vote, without opposition. 
 
Discussion: 
Mr. S. Snow is considering the purchase and installation of a wind turbine on his property, zoned A - 
Agriculture, in Section 20 of the Township. The apparatus, a 10 Kilowatt class generator, would 
require, minimally, a thirty-nine (39) foot tall support tower with five (5) to eight (8) foot wind impelled 
blades.  Although the Commission has been asked recently to consider land-use regulation of 
alternative-energy-source structures, no specific recommendations have been developed at this 
time.  Therefore, the thirty-five (35) foot maximum height for buildings and structures associated with 
all parcels in the Agriculture District, described in Article Seven of the Zoning Ordinance, still applies.  
Mr. Snow provided the Commission with valuable insight into the actual process and technical 
considerations involved in setting up a wind generator.  He was advised to seek a variance from the 
Zoning Board of Appeals.  
 
Old Business:  
  
 a. Section 8.4 - Signs 
 
Chair Studabaker turned the floor over to K. Cardiff to review issues raised by the Building 
Department with regards to reexamination of provisions in Article Eight, Section 8.4 - Signs.  K. 
Cardiff distributed copies of his memoranda to commissioners.  (see Exhibit one 20171107, attached 
below) 
 
Chair Studabaker asked commissioners to have, at the December 5, 2017 meeting, specific 
suggestions for text revision and new text incorporation to Section 8.4, regarding set back 
provisions, and permit requirements, (as well as any other changes that might be suggested.)  
 
P. Schmitt asked commissioners to consider provisions regarding the internal and external lighting of 
signs and language to avoid unnecessary light pollution. 
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New Business:  
K. Cardiff brought up the fact that commercial (rental unit) storage is not a listed land use, either as a 
Permitted Use or a Special Exception Use, in the C-2 - Commercial District.  "Storage and 
Warehousing" is a listed SEU in I-3.   Commissioners observed that one of the two such businesses 
in the township is, in fact, in the C-2 District.  There has also been some recent informal interest 
shown at the Building Department, regarding where one could establish such a business and comply 
with the Ordinance.  Although Zoning Administrator Cardiff was not officially requesting a text 
change recommendation from the Planning Commission at this time, he did suggest that the issue 
should be addressed, perhaps combined with other text changes in the future.   
K. Cardiff also advised commissioners that changes to State law might conflict with local regulation 
of liquor (at least beer and wine) sales at convenience stores and gas stations. 
 
  
Citizen Comments: none 
 
Commissioner Comments:  
K. Cardiff was asked if he is visiting the Quality Precast development on Adobe Road to assist with 
and insure compliance with the approved site plan.  He reported that all is going well there. 
 
Chair Studabaker advised commissioners that Oshtemo Township has completed a revision of their 
Master Plan and is presenting the Plan at a Public Hearing on December 14, 2017 at 7:00 PM. 
He also advised that the Michigan Townships Association is offering a book entitled Michigan Sign 
Guidebook, by Mark A. Wyckoff.  He anticipates that the Township will acquire a copy for our 
information. 
 
 
Adjourn:  At 8:10 PM, P.  Keiser made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  J. Kennedy supported the 
motion.  The motion carried on a voice vote without objection.   
 
Respectfully submitted  
Belden Smith, Secretary  
Approved December 5, 2017 
 
 
 
Exhibit one 20171107 

Discussion regarding Sign Regulations 

Last month we discussed looking at the sign regulations in small sections -1 suggested considering a Tew 
basic ideas — permits, setbacks, and square footage of signs and how it is computed. 

Permits 

Currently the ordinance does not require sign permits. Every ordinance I have looked at requires permits 
for signs and exempts some types of signs (real estate, political, garage/yard sale, 
construction/development, etc.). Here is some suggested wording: 
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A sign permit shall be required to erect, construct, place or replace any sign unless otherwise exempted by 
this ordinance. Application for a sign permit shall be obtained from the Township Zoning Administrator. 

Fees for sign permits shall be as adopted by resolution of the Township Board. 

Sign Setback 

The current ordinance requirements for sign setback appear to be excessive. I looked at four Township 
ordinances near Alamo (Otsego, Cooper, Almena and Antwerp Townships) and they are shown below: 

Otsego 10 feet from right-of-way line and 25 feet from side/rear property lines. 

Cooper 15 feet from right-of-way and side/rear property lines 

Almena 10 feet from right-of-way, side/rear setbacks same as buildings in the zoning district.  

Antwerp 15 feet from right-of-way and side/rear property lines. 

Alamo current ordinance 

20 feet from right-of-way if 8 sq. ft or less 

60 feet from right-of-way if more than 8 sq. ft but less than 100 sq. ft. 

100 feet from right-of-way if more than 60 sq. ft. up to 500 sq. ft. 

Most buildings in Alamo Township are required to be 50 feet from the right-of-way, so any sign more than 
8 sq. ft. must be 10 ft behind the building...  
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Computing sign size/square footage 

The current sign regulations state that "if a sign has two or more faces the area of all faces shall be included 
in computing the sign size". 

Most ordinances use only one side of a double-faced sign to compute square footage as long as the sign 
faces are parallel and within a few feet of each other. 

Just a few things to think about and consider in the future. 

Thanks, Kevin Cardiff 
 
 


