
 

 

ALAMO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD AT 

ALAMO TOWNSHIP HALL 
7901 N. 6TH ST. 

KALAMAZOO, MI  49009 
January 5, 2016 

 

Meeting Called To Order:  Chairman Belden Smith called the meeting to order with the Pledge Of Allegiance at 

7:03PM. 

Roll Call Of Commissioners:  Chairman Belden Smith, Vice Chair Pauline Keiser, Commissioner Dick Bennett, 

Commissioner Don Porter, Commissioner John Kennedy, Commissioner David Veenstra, and Secretary Patrick 

Studabaker.  All present but David Veenstra.  However David Veenstra arrived to the meeting at 7:31PM. 

Others Present:  Two (2) other citizens were present. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  Belden Smith requested a change to correct some missing words for the Signs 

section to read “200 feet maximum depth requirement to build homes”.  Belden Smith motioned to approve 

the November minutes with the change.  Dick Bennett supported the motion.  The motion was carried 

without objection. 

Election Of Officers for 2016: 

Belden Smith nominated Patrick Studabaker as chairman.  John Kennedy supported the nomination.  The 

nomination was approved without objection.  

It was determined that Belden Smith would continue leading the current meeting. 

Belden Smith nominated Pauline Keiser as Vice Chair.  Dick Bennett supported the nomination.  The 

nomination was approved without objection.  

Pauline Keiser nominated Belden Smith as Secretary.  Patrick Studabaker supported the nomination.  The 

nomination was approved without objection. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Lawyer E-mail:  Belden Smith passed along an email from township lawyer Catharine Kaufman which stated 

that the MTA was still working on a general sign ordinance.   

Sections 8.1 – Signs:  Two proposal were submitted for consideration.  One by Pauline Keiser and one by Dick 

Bennett. 

After some consideration, further discussion was made on the proposal by Dick Bennett which was labeled as 

“Exhibit A”.  The Commissioners discussed adding language that would include covering the race track.  A 

discussion was had as to whether the race track parking lot was soft surface or hard surface.  Pauline Keiser 

stated that the lot was compacted gravel which would then be covered under the Exhibit A proposal.  A 

majority of the commissioners understood the lot was primarily compacted gravel.  Patrick Studabaker stated 

that it wasn’t his understanding as he didn’t know what the lot was made of.  He wanted to make sure the 



 

 

proposed changes would include the specific material the lot was made of in the suggested construction 

material of the proposal. 

The proposed changes were to add Section 8.1(3)(2) to read the following:  “All off-street parking facilities 

shall be drained so as to prevent damage to abutting properties or public streets, and can be constructed of 

asphalt, concrete, or any hard surface, such as compacted gravel, crushed limestone, crushed concrete or 

crushed rock.  Surfaces shall not be of soft material.” 

Also proposed to be added is Section 8.1(3)(3) to read the following:  “Parking spaces required by the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (Federal ADA 1990) must be paved.” 

Pauline Keiser made a motion to adopt Exhibit A which adds 3(2) and 3(3).  Belden Smith supported the 

motion. 

Patrick Studabaker stated that he would not be supporting the motion due to the proposal being 

unnecessarily regulation of business. 

A roll call vote was conducted with the following outcome:  Belden Smith voted aye, Pauline Keiser voted 

aye, Dick Bennett voted aye, Don Porter voted nay, John Kennedy voted aye, David Veenstra voted aye, and 

Patrick Studabaker voted nay.  The motion carried 5 to 2. 

Errors in The Zoning Ordinances:  Belden Smith gave a history of the changes and amending of the zoning 

ordinances.  More errors were found by the Building Inspector, Kevin Cardiff, and Pauline Keiser and compiled 

into two lists.  A copy of the lists will be provided to the secretary by Pauline Keiser.  A hardcopy can be 

viewed at the Township Hall. 

New Business: 

Land Use In Agricultural District:  Belden Smith suggested that coming up the Planning Commission look at 

variance language to allow residence to build greater than 200 feet in depth.   

Citizen Comments:  A citizen would like the Planning Commission to look at the number of required parking 

spaces for Section 8.1 – Parking. 

Commissioner Comments: Dave Veenstra apologized for his tardiness. 

Patrick Studabaker reported on training he had attended called Writing, Adopting, and Enforcing Ordnances in 

December.  He recommended that others attend the training.  He supported about wanting to talk to the 

Township Board and the Planning Commission about turning ordinances into police powers rather than 

current misdemeanors.  He also encouraged that proposals that the Planning Commission wanted to pass 

shouldn’t be as concerned with the legal wording.  The Commission can send write ups of what is wanted to 

the township lawyer who will help write the legal terms in and then send the product back to the Commission. 

Belden Smith reported on speaking with Adams from SCMPC.  Cooperative Extension service can also be 

contacted for help for the Planning Commission. 

Adjourn:  Pauline Keiser made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dick Bennett supported the motion.  The 

motion was carried without objection.  The meeting ended at end at 8:58PM. 


