
 

 

ALAMO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD AT  

ALAMO TOWNSHIP HALL 7901 NORTH 6
TH

 STREET 

KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49009 

February 6,2018 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Chairman Patrick Studabaker called the meeting to order with the Pledge of 

Allegiance at 7:06 PM. 

MOTION: Chairman, Patrick Studabaker made a motion to excuse Vice Chair Don Porter from 

 February 6, 2018, Planning Commission Meeting, supported by Commissioner Dick Bennett.  

Motion was carried by voice vote without opposition. 

Roll Call of Commissioners: Chairman Patrick Studabaker, Commissioner Dick Bennett, Commissioner John 

Kennedy, Secretary Pauline Keiser all present. Vice Chair Don Porter absent. 

Others Present: Kevin Cardiff, Alamo Township Building Official and Zoning Administrator. 

MOTION: Chairman Patrick Studabaker motion to add to the agenda Skyway Towers (a Wireless 

Communication Facility) supported by Commissioner John Kennedy. The motion was carried by voice vote 

without opposition. 

Approval of minutes: P.Studabaker moved to accept the minutes of January 2, 2018 with corrections, D. 

Bennett supported the motion. The motion was carried by voice vote without opposition. 

PUBLIC HEARING OPEN: Chair Patrick Studabaker opened the Public Hearing at 7:15pm. 

Administrative review changes. 

Article Eight (8), Section 8.10 (2) a. Site Plans 

Add the following modifications: 

1. Alteration or expansion involving less than one-fourth (1/4) of the floor area of an existng structure or 

involving no greater than two-thousand (2000) square feet whichever is less. 

2. Accessory structures/buildings that are one-fourth (1/4) the size of the principal building or less, and 

do not affect other zoning requirements. 

3. Modification or expansion of existing off-street parking, not to include either reduction of the number 

of spaces required, or new or additional access from a public street; and or modifications expansions of 

stacking spaces or unloading and unloading areas. 

4. Modifications to comply with State Mandated Accessibility Requirements.  

Article Eight (8), Section 8.10 (2) b. Site Plans 

The Zoning Administrator may refer any proposed changes to an approved Site Plan, to the Planning 

Commission for final determination. 



 

 

NO PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

MOTION: Patrick Studabaker made a motion to recommend sending these modifications to the Alamo 

Township Board for approval, John Kennedy supported the motion. The motion was carried by voice vote 

without opposition. 

Sign Changes. 

Article eight (8) Section 8.4 signs (6) Permitted Signs, b. c. d. and (7) 

1. The sign is located not closer than fifteen (15) feet from the nearest right-of way of any public street or 

highway if the size of said sign is eighty (80) square feet or less. (Changes), twenty (20) ft. to fifteen 

(15) ft and eight (8) sq. ft. to eighty (80) sq. ft.) 

2. Remove: From Article eight (8) Section 8.4 (6) Permitted Signs [ c.] The sign is not located not closer 

than sixty (60) feet from the nearest right-of-way of any public street or highway if the size of said sign 

is eight (8) square feet or less. [d.] The sign is located not closer than one-hundred (100) feet from the 

nearest right-of-way of any public street or highway if the sign is more than sixty (60) square feet but 

does not exceed five-hundred (500) square feet. 

3. Remove: From Article eight (8) Section 8.4 (7) Size Defined, remove last sentence. Remove: (If a sign 

has two (2) or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included in computing the sign size.) 

NO PUBLIC COMMENTS, 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED: Chair Patrick Studabaker closed the public Hearing at 7:15PM. 

MOTION: Patrick Studabaker made a motion to recommend sending the sign changes to the Alamo Township 

Board for approval, John Kennedy supported the motion. The motion was carried by voice vote without 

opposition. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Administrative Review Changes: Discussion, this would be good for Alamo Township in determining the 

building of small buildings and small addons to existing buildings. This would aid in the work of Alamo 

Township Building Official and Zoning Administrator. 

Section 8.4 Sign Changes, Discussion, this is a small change and the start of an overhaul of Section 8.4 Signs. 

There was a discussion of other things in 8.4 Signs that would be addressed at another time. All 

Commissioners agreed. 

Wind Turbines, copies of ordinances were brought in as examples, and several informational documents were 

offered by the Commissioners. A discussion on noise and shadowing property of neighboring property owners, 

and underground electric problems. Further discussion and research would be needed, and Commissioners 

asked for more time to go over the wind turbine information. Patrick Studabaker suggested to table this until 

the March Planning Commission Meeting. All Commissioners agreed. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Skyway Towers, Kevin Cardiff supplied Commissioners with informational handouts regarding Skyway Towers, 

L LC, at 3637 Madaca Lane, Tampa Fl. 33618 (a Wireless Communication Facility). The tower would be located 

at 6676 West “G” Ave. Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009. Kevin Cardiff, explained the location of the tower and the 



 

 

size of the tower. Kevin also stated all property owners would be contacted within 300 feet of the tower. 

Kevin also stated this had been in the works for some time. After a discussion of the Planning Commissioners, 

it was agreed to have a Public Hearing on Skyway Towers. 

MOTION: Patrick Studabaker made a motion to add Skyway Towers to the March 6, 2018 agenda for a Public 

Hearing, Dick Bennett supported the motion. The motion was carried by voice vote without opposition. 

No further discussion. 

Public Storage, Kevin Cardiff introduced K&M Industrial Machinery, this company would store new machinery 

and parts to sell to other machining companies. Stating that K&M Industrial Machinery wanted to build a 

16,000 square foot building. The location would be near J K Machining on West “D” Ave. The recommendation 

was to include the word (INDUSTRIAL) under ARTICLE FIVE, Section 5.9 - C-2 Commercial District, Permitted 

Use (c), zoning. Discussion was, the existing zoning ordinance did not support this type of business. This type 

of business could be included if a couple of changes were made to the ordinance. Will submit this to Alamo 

Township Attorney Katherine Kaufman for acceptable guide lines to add the word (industrial) to the 

ordinance. 

MOTION: Chair Patrick Studabaker made a motion to add the word (INDUSTRIAL) to ARTICLE FIVE, Section 5.9 

C-2 Commercial District, Permitted Use (c) zoning. Supported by Commissioner Dick Bennett. The motion was 

carried by voice vote without opposition. 

MOTION: Chair Patrick Studabaker made a motion to add to the March 6, 2018 agenda for a Public Hearing to 

add the word (INDUSTRIAL) to ARTICLE FIVE, Section 5.9, C-2 Commercial District, Permitted Use (c) zoning. 

Supported by Commissioner Dick Bennett. The motion was carried by voice vote without opposition. 

Discussion: The Commissioners stated this was not to remove the wording of boats and boating equipment 

from the zoning, but to add (Industrial) to the ordinance, this would make Section 5.9, C-2 Commercial District, 

Permitted Use (c) more general. The Commissioners agreed this would be a good clarification.  

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: -0- 

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS: 

Commissioner Dick Bennett made a visit to Dollar General, Dick was surprised and impressed, he commented 

on how organized and how many items were stocked. 

Chair Patrick Studabaker, said the Kalamazoo County Master Plan had been approved. Patrick also mentioned 

that there would be three items for the Public Hearing in March. 

AJOURN: Chairman Patrick Studabaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dick Bennett supported the 

motion. The motion carried on a voice vote without opposition. Adjourned at 8:25 PM. 

 

Respectively Submitted 

Pauline Keiser, Secretary 


