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ALAMO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
Held at 

Alamo Township Hall 
7901 North 6th Street. 

Kalamazoo Michigan 49009 
October 3, 2017 

 
Meeting Called to Order:  Chairman Patrick Studabaker called the meeting to order with the Pledge 
of Allegiance at 7:00 PM. 
Roll Call of Commissioners:  Chairman Patrick Studabaker, Commissioner Dick Bennett, 
Commissioner Pauline Keiser, Commissioner John Kennedy, Commissioner Don Porter, and 
Secretary Belden Smith were present.  (A seventh member has not yet been appointed by the 
Township Board of Trustees.) 
Others Present: Alamo Township Building Official and Zoning Administrator Kevin Cardiff and   
Zoning Board of Appeals member Al Sweitzer (and no others) were in attendance. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes:  
P. Studabaker moved to approve the minutes of September 5, 2017.  P. Keiser supported the 
motion. The motion was carried by voice vote, without objection. 
 
Old Business:  
  
 a. Section 8.10 (2) - Administration changes 
 
P. Studabaker made motion to send the following language to the Township Attorney for 
review and Public Hearing Notification: 
 

Section 8.10(2) a.  Administrative review/approval may be authorized for the 
following modifications to activities/uses described in an approved Site Plan: 
1. Alteration or expansion involving less than one-fourth of the floor area of an 
existing structure or involving no greater than two thousand (2,000) square feet 
whichever is less 
2. Accessory structures/buildings that are one-fourth the size of the principal 
building or less, and do not affect other zoning requirements 
3. Modification or expansion of existing off-street parking, not to include either 
reduction of the number of spaces required, or new or additional access from a 
public street; and/or modification or expansion of stacking spaces or loading and 
unloading areas 
4. Modifications to comply with State Mandated Accessibility Requirements. 
 
Section 8.10 (2) b.  The Zoning Administrator may refer any proposed changes to an 
approved Site Plan, to the Planning Commission for final determination. 
 

The motion was supported by D. Bennett 
 
On a roll call vote Commissioners voted as follows: 
B. Smith  Yes 
P. Porter  Yes 
D. Bennett  Yes 



	 	 Print	date,	10/5/17	

	 	 		2	

P. Studabaker Yes 
P. Keiser  Yes 
J. Kennedy  Yes 
 
Motion carried 
 
 
 
New Business:  
Chairman Studabaker advised Commissioners that Township Supervisor Tony Hyet had suggested 
that, in the course of meeting discussion, the Planning Commission revisit four topics. 

1. The use of solar collectors in general and "Solar Farms" as a land use in the Ag District 
2. Wind Generators as a land use 
3. Development of Sign Permitting regulations 
4. Non-agricultural Residential land use in the Ag District 

A wide-ranging discussion ensued.  
 
The opinion that "Solar Farms", as presently conceived (i.e. a land use carried out over an expansive 
area, at ground level) would not be an appropriate use of valuable crop land in the Ag district, was 
expressed and not debated.  However, there was no objection expressed to more confined 
residential use of collectors, especially on roofs. 
 
After some discussion of wind generators in general, consensus surfaced that Alamo Township is 
not a prime area for the large "wind farm" machines, but that residential class generators can 
probably be appropriately regulated to mitigate land use conflict should the Township choose to 
request ordinance recommendations. 
 
Changes to the existing limitations on Residential use in the Ag district remains an unresolved issue. 
 
Previous attempts to improve sign regulations have started right out to rewrite the entire Section 8.4 
- Signs.  Consensus developed that a piece-meal approach might be more productive.  Chair 
Studabaker asked Zoning Administrator Cardiff to prioritize the various problems with the existing 
language regulating Signs and report back to the commission for future consideration. 
 
Citizen Comments: none 
 
Commissioner Comments: Chair Studabaker advised commissioners that Pine Grove Township 
has completed a revision of their Master Plan. 
J. Kennedy reminded all that harvest season is upon us, with slow moving farm equipment on the 
roads. 
D. Bennett thanked Chair Studabaker for providing commissioners with the necessary information 
prior to the meeting. 
 
 
Adjourn:  At 8:17 PM, P.  Studabaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  P. Keiser supported 
the motion.  The motion carried on a voice vote without objection.   
 
Respectfully submitted  
Belden Smith, Secretary  
 
 


