
ALAMO TOWNSHIP 
Township Board Meeting 

July 9th, 2018 

  

  

The regular meeting of the Alamo Township Board was held on June 9th, 2018 at the Alamo Township hall, 

7901 North 6
th

 Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49009. 

  

Members Present: 
Treasurer: Mary Stoneburner 

Clerk: Eric Cornell    

Trustee: John Kennedy 

Trustee: Gail VanderWeele 

  

Members Absent: 
Supervisor: Tony Hyet 

 

About 23 people were in attendance.  

 

The township board meeting was called to order by Clerk Cornell at 7:03pm. The pledge of allegiance was 

recited.  

 

Clerk Cornell began with a motion to add “supervisor appointment” as the fourth item to the business portion of 

the agenda. Motion was supported by Treasurer Stoneburner. Motion passed with all “aye” votes. Nays: none.  

 

In absence of Supervisor Hyet, Clerk Cornell made a motion for Trustee VanderWeele to facilitate the meeting. 

Support was given by Trustee Kennedy. A roll call vote was taken.  

Trustee Kennedy: Yes  

Treasurer Stoneburner: Yes 

Clerk Cornell: Yes 

Trustee VanderWeele: Abstain 

The motion passed with a majority of 3 votes.  

 

Consent Agenda: 
a)  Board Meeting Minutes 6/11/2018 

b)  Approve Liabilities 

 

Trustee VanderWeele began with a motion to approve the consent agenda consisting of the previous months’ 

meeting minutes and July liabilities.  

Support was given by Trustee Kennedy. Motion passed with all “aye” votes. Nays: none. 

 

 Receive Reports: 
Treasurer Stoneburner gave the Treasurer's report: 

PNC: 

General Account:     $  280,235.21       Trust and Agency:    $ 728.28 

Current Tax:             $  3,628.90 

First National Bank: 

Insured Cash Sweep    $  304,025.33      

CD:                          $  252,830.85 

 

Kalamazoo Community Foundation:  $ 189,397.64  



  

Clerk Cornell gave the Clerk's report: 

  

● We are in the process of searching for tree removal and snow removal.  

● Preparing and looking forward to the August 7
th 

Election 

● Today July 9
th 

is the deadline to register to vote for the August election. 

● Absent voter applications for a ballot were sent out and many have returned. 

● Absent voter ballots just went out and continue to go out for people to vote absentee. 

● If anyone needs to be on the permanent absent voter list or would like to request an AV ballot they can 

speak to me and complete an application. 

● Meetings were held Chemical Bank and First National Bank to gather banking information and discuss 

possible opportunities for the townships’ financial infrastructure. 

 

Trustee Kennedy gave the Building Department for June 2018: 

  

Building permits:   10 $3,388.00  

Electrical                7 $920.00               

Mechanical             7 $635.00 

Zoning/Compliance      0 

 

Totals:           24 $4,943.00 

  

  



Fire Chief Kizer gave the Fire Department report: 

 Incidents: 

● 10 EMS calls 

● 4 PI accidents 

● 4 Cover assignments 

● 1 Fire 

● 5 Misc. 

 Training: 
● 6/4/2018 Hose Lays 

● 6/18 Foam extinguisher training 

Operations: 

● N/A 

Personnel: 

● Firefighter Tony Lobretto has retired after 33 years of service 

Public Relations: 

● Two firefighters attended the car show with a truck 

 

 

Approximately 18 Fire Fighters were in attendance to bid Tony Lobretto a farewell and honor him with a 

retirement badge of service. Tony Lobretto received a standing ovation for his long term of service to 

Alamo Township.  

 

Planning Commission Chair Studabaker gave the Planning Commission (PC) report: 

 

● No meeting was held due to no quorum reached 

● Requests have been made for a public hearing. A proposal was made by Studabaker to approve a public 

hearing to take place during the following month.  

 

A Motion was made by Trustee VanderWeele to have a public hearing which will be on the 7th of August at the 

fire station due to the primary election being held at the township hall that day.  

Support given by Treasurer Stoneburner. 

Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Aloh Blanchard was present to give the Parks Board report: 

 

Aloh began with a request to the board to make a motion to appoint Dick Carl to the parks board to be the park 

ranger.  

This makes 3 rangers to patrol.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee VanderWeele to add Dick Carl as a park ranger to the parks board, support was 

given by Treasurer Stoneburner. Motion carried 4-0.  

 

Two local residents have given their volunteering efforts to open and close the park gates every day. Aloh said 

they are retired and have the time to do so. 

 

Tyler home improvements have installed siding on the south, west, and north exterior walls. Drywall is up and 

painted on the interior west wall of the museum done by Tyler home improvement.  

 

New benches have begun the procurement process and an order has been proposed. Aloh requested from the 

board that they approve an order for four new benches in the park with shipping.  

 

A motion was made to approve the order for the parks board benches by Trustee VanderWeele and support 



given by Trustee Kennedy. Motion carried 4-0.  

 

 

Action item: 

 

 

Trustee VanderWeele stated that Prein Newhof has increased new address fees by $5; going from $30 to $35 for 

new address fees. Treasurer Stoneburner questioned if the township would be increasing their fees by $5 in the 

building department fee schedule. Trustee VanderWeele said she would contact Prein Newhof. VanderWeele 

stated this will be tabled to the next months’ meeting.  

 

Clerk Cornell made a proposal to increase the deputy clerk and the deputy treasurer hourly pay from 10/hr. The 

board discussed the topic and made a comparison with the budget. Kennedy noted that this is an item that the 

board should be addressing during the annual budget meeting. The board agreed that they will have to re-look at 

this item at a future meeting.  

 

Trustee VanderWeele read the resignation letter from Supervisor Hyet, who is moving with family to Iowa. 

Trustee VanderWeele made a motion to accept his letter of resignation. Support was given by Trustee Kennedy. 

Motion Carried 4-0.  

 

Clerk Cornell introduced the void of the supervisor role of the township. It was noted upon that for the board 

and the township this is the best path to take. Trustee VanderWeele is already an official of the township and 

elected by the people. This supervisor position will be up for re-election in 2020. Gail agreed that she is willing 

to serve the township in this role.  

 

A motion was made by Clerk Cornell, support given by Trustee Kennedy, to appoint Trustee VanderWeele as 

the Supervisor. A roll call vote was given.  

 

Trustee Kennedy, Yes 

Clerk Cornell, Yes 

Treasurer Stoneburner, Yes 

Trustee VanderWeele, Abstain 

 

Motion carried with 3 yes votes.  

 

  



Citizen comment: 

 

Bill V. - There is a proposal for an arena in Kalamazoo and he would like to request that the board to pass a 

resolution opposing this arena. 

If this proposal passes the county board it will go to the ballot.  

I am asking that if that comes to you (the board) that you reject any motion of support and pass a resolution 

opposing this arena. Bill V. said Alamo Taxpayers would be taxed for this. Bill said our Fire Dept. is in need 

and our taxes should be going for that. 

 

Bob C. - There are bigger issues to focus on like the floodplain. 

Also we can eat our food in Allegan. 

 

Don P. - Does anyone know what happened on B Ave where they tore the road up? (Kennedy responded 

explaining about a local farmer dragging equipment going across the road). More discussion was made about 

Kalamazoo County Road Commission not responding effectively to fix road issues within the township. The 

phone number was given.  

 

Chief Kizer - Email will work very effectively to contact the Kalamazoo County Road Commission about road 

issues. 

 

Al S. - It would be good to accommodate township employees that have another means of employment. 

Evening hours it could really benefit our citizens.  

 

 

Board Comments: 
 

Trustee Kennedy - On the board there is a posting of hours for the Supervisor, Clerk, and Treasurer for times to 

be here which is a requirement. We need to have more and keep younger people involved. It might benefit the 

township a lot to make these hours more flexible for the township officials.  

 

Clerk Cornell - I agree that these are issues that are prevalent in our township. The township could benefit from 

more interest in what is going on and the more people involved, the more help the township will have to drive 

progress towards future goals.  

 

Treasurer Stoneburner - People were shocked to hear me tell them we as township officials don’t have a 

retirement or insurance benefits like other townships.  

 

Trustee VanderWeele - Thank you to the board for having confidence in me. I want the citizens to know that 

they can call me and reach out to me. I will do my best. If I don’t know something, I will find out.  

 

Supervisor VanderWeele made a motion to adjourn the meeting supported by Trustee Kennedy. The meeting 

was adjourned at 8:21pm. 

 

 

 

Prepared by Eric Cornell, 

Alamo Township Clerk 

 
 


