
ALAMO TOWNSHIP PARKS BOARD 
7901 North 6th Street 

Kalamazoo, MI  49009 
382-3366 

 

Minutes 
August 25, 2009 

 
 

Board Members Present: L. Conti, B. Fisher, D. Knight, J. Landon, S. Podewell 
 

Absent:  J. Ray 
 

Rangers Present:   None 
 

Guests:  0 

 
 
I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order by Chair Knight at 6:00 p.m.   

MOTION by B. Fisher to excuse J. Ray from the meeting, support by J. Landon.  Carried.   
 
II. Minutes.  MOTION by J. Landon to accept the minutes of July 28, 2009, as written, support 

by S. Podewell.  Carried.   
 
III. Citizen Comment.   
 

 None. 
   
IV. Funding/Budget.  S. Podewell/B. Fisher will complete a final accounting for car show.  

Members noted appreciation for the support shown to the Township parks as a result of this 
event.  Invoice for dust control has been paid.  B Fisher has requested the number of gallons 
applied in the park; a second application will not be made in the park.  Required water testing 
was completed.      

 
V. Action Items    
 

A. Jon Little Recognition.  Appreciation will be noted in the newsletter coupled with a 
certificate.  The Parks Board will recommend to the Township Board that appreciation 
in the form of a certificate be conferred.          

 

B. Combination Locks on Park Gates.  A recommendation to change the park gates’ 
combination brought forward a number of related considerations:  Strategies for 
encouraging use of the Park (e.g., cross country skiing, hiking, conveying an invitation 
to enter, etc.); risks and staffing associated with opening the gates during the hours the 
park is open, concepts of conservation v. preservation, planning to promote the C 
Avenue park as inviting and installing a pit toilet, etc.  Preliminary thought is to leave 
the combination in the absence of true abuse occurring as a result of the widespread 
knowledge of the current combination.  Discussion to be continued at the September 
meeting.   Creating an inviting atmosphere to promote public use of the park led to a 
review of the first year of the approved 5-year plan.  Additionally, further discussion to 
be held on adding a shelter in the park, additional picnic tables, a high quality swing set 
that matches the one previously purchased (B. Fisher to obtain pricing), grills and 
whether the structure should be considered for the C Avenue park rather than the 
present.   

 
 



  Year One 
 

1. Evaluate the need for and potential location of a rustic foot bridge on the west side 
of 5th Street.  

2. Evaluate the recommendation to enlarge the width of the west perimeter trail. (It 
was noted this was conceived as making patrol easier rather than opening the west 
side to traffic by the public.)  

3. Evaluate a walking pathway from the Kal-Haven trail into the Park.  (Planned to 
occur pending the grant from the Friends of the Kal-Haven Trail). 

4. Evaluate the need for additional recreational equipment for children. (Board 
members to determine what can be used in the coming years and what should be 
immediately removed.)   

5. Determine and recommend construction of the C Avenue Park.  (It was noted that a 
C Avenue park has not yet been conveyed to the Township for the Parks Board to 
then plan/manage, the actual parcel to be received is not fully identified, notions 
discussed in 2006 pre-dated a number of other superseding factors, the desire to 
create a gem to benefit the Township and Aggregate Industries continued pledge to 
provide reasonable reclamation efforts to the land once donated and accepted by 
the Township).   

6. Coordinate with the Road Commission and the Board of Trustees on the disposition 
of 5th Street. 

7. Open the Park’s east side for cross country skiing and evaluate continuing for 
winter 2009-10 and beyond. (L. Conti reports D. Bennett, J. Ray and he met at the 
Park to review potential trails.  L. Conti notes his grooming equipment can pass 
(without destruction to surrounding trees) along the primitive trail that runs along 
the creek and that one dead tree would need to be removed to skirt a large dip that 
is not conducive to grooming or skiing).   

8. Establish trail (pathway) from west parking lot to north park area.  (B. Fisher 
encouraged the completion of this project to promote invitation for use). 

 

A suggestion was made to establish a schedule of having the bridge inspected.  A work 
evaluation day was scheduled for September 30th at 7:00 p.m. to review 5-year plan 
projects, the location for a possible swing set (dedicated in appreciation of the Car 
Show Club), removal/repair of existing play equipment.  Decisions will not be reached.  
Play equipment previously deemed beyond repair will be removed once marked.       
 

 A work day was scheduled for September 19 or 20 (rain date) to complete chipping the 
trail and other items targeted earlier in the year or not completed during earlier work 
days.   

 
C. Little League Annual Plan 
 

 MOTION by J. Landon to accept the Little League’s annual plan and forward it to the 
Board of Trustees with the Parks Board recommendation that the Little League Use 
Agreement be continued for next year, support by B. Fisher.  Carried.   

 
VI. Ranger Reports 
 

D. Bennett sent a written report prior to meeting.         
  

VII. Adjourn.  MOTION by B. Fisher to adjourn, support by S. Podewell.  Carried.  The meeting 
adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara Fisher 
Parks Board Secretary 


