
 

 

 

Alamo Township Planning Commission 

Minutes March 2, 2010 

A regular meeting of the Alamo Township Planning Commission was held Tuesday, March 2, 
2010 

Chairman Goyings called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 
following members were present:  Paula Baker, Karen DeVries, Ron Feniger, Helen Goyings, 
Belden Smith, Al Sweitzer and David Veenstra. 

Also present: Barbara Fisher,  Deputy Supervisor 

 Chair Goyings listed the handouts she  had provided for the commission members. 
 Agenda: Chair Goyings revised item V. part A of the agenda, informing members that 

the representative from the Home Builders Association would not be here for our 
discussion. 

 There was a motion by H. Goyings to accept the minutes of previous meeting held 
February 2, with the following clarifications and corrections: 
1. Under the heading AGRICULTURAL LOT SIZES; in the first sentence strike the word 

“spirited”  
2. Under the heading AGRICULTURAL LOT SIZES; in the second sentence strike the 

words “There has been some concern among township officials” and substitute “It 
was an observation among the Planning Commission” 

3. Under the heading AGRICULTURAL LOT SIZES; in the third paragraph, second 
sentence strike the words “professional planner from the county” and substitute  
“members of the home builders association” 

 
In discussion following the motion, but which preceded a second to the motion, it was 
suggested that the following additional clarifications and corrections be made: 
1.  Under the heading LAND USE PLAN, in the first sentence strike the word 
“admonished” and substitute the word “urged” 
2.  All misspellings of chair Goyings name be corrected. 
H. Goyings accepted these suggestions as being a part of her motion.  The motion with 
suggested modifications was then seconded by P. Baker. 
In discussion following the second to the motion it was suggested that the following 
additional clarifications and corrections be made: 
1. Under the heading AGRICULTURAL LOT SIZES; in the second paragraph strike the 

sentence “An increase in allowed lot size would invariably lead to greater conversion 
of tillable land to residential land.” 

2. Mention of Mr. Ernst Lauer by the secretary was considered inappropriate. 
3. Under the heading AGRICULTURAL LOT SIZES; in the first paragraph strike the 

sentence “There seems to be a related concern that the smaller acreages correlate 
with less expensive and less attractive homes, which then do not support potential 
assessment and detract from the value of existing homes and farmsteads near by.” 

 



 

 

 
Following discussion H. Goyings said “I’m agreeable to incorporate all of our discussion”. 
P. Baker also said “yes”  

Motion carried on a voice vote. 

Chair Goyings pointed out that the Township policy on public comment will appear on 
the back side of the agenda from now on. 

Next was a discussion on the issue of who should receive Planning Commission 
proposed minutes. The outcome was that only PC members, Twp. Board members and 
the Deputy Supervisor will  receive proposed minutes. 

STANDARDIZING CORRECTIONS:  Chair Goings Goyings declared that the Planning 
Commission secretary, should follow the standardized procedure of “strike out and bold” 
when correcting minutes of the previous meeting, as directed by the Deputy Supervisor. 

TAPING OF MEETING:  Motion was made by D. Veenstra to not “tape” [make audio 
recordings of] the [Planning Commission] regular meetings.  Seconded by H. Goyings. 
Roll call vote:  R. Feniger, no;  D. Veenstra, yes; P. Baker, yes;  H. Goyings, yes;  A. 
Sweitzer, no;  K. DeVries, yes;  B. Smith, no;    motion carried. 

CITIZEN COMMENT   none 

AG LOT SIZE   The commissioners discussed the issue of increasing the minimum lot 
size for residential use in the A Agriculture District.  The issue will be further discussed at 
the next meeting, with specific attention given to the regulations contained in Article  
Seven as they relate to those in Article Five, Section 5.2, Permitted use (b). 

LAND USE PLAN REVIEW    A draft of the proposed Alamo Township Land Use Plan 
2010 Review has been assembled, from the work of the several subcommittees,  for the 
commissions review, with further action to be taken at the April meeting. 

OUTDOOR BOILER   The commissioners made preliminary choices regarding which 
provisions to anticipate including in a draft ordinance to regulate such heating 
installations in Alamo Township.  Several decisions remain and the issue will be further 
discussed at the April meeting. 

PARK DEFINITION   The hour being after 10:00 PM the park definition issue was put 
back to the April meeting. 

ADJOURN   At 10:03 PM  motion was made by H. Goyings, seconded by R. Feniger to 
adjourn.  Motion passed on a voice vote. 

 

Belden Smith Secretary 


