
 

 

Alamo Township Planning Commission 

A regular meeting of the Alamo Township Planning Commission was held Tuesday, April 6, 
2010 

Chairman Goyings called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 
following members were present:  Paula Baker, Karen DeVries, Ron Feniger, Helen Goyings, 
Belden Smith, Al Sweitzer and David Veenstra. 

Also present: Robert Vlietstra; Supervisor and Barbara Fisher; Deputy Supervisor  
 
AGENDA: Chair Goyings added “class attendance as an agenda item between IV and V          
A. Sweitzer offered some hand outs he collected at the Home Expo regarding wind energy. 
 
MINUTES: There was a motion by K. DeVries to accept the minutes of previous meeting held 
March 2.  Motion was seconded by P. Baker.  In discussion the following clarifications and 
corrections were suggested 

1. Under the heading STANDARDIZING CORRECTI0NS Chair Goyings name is 
misspelled 

2. Under the heading STANDARDIZING CORRECTI0NS strike “as directed by the 
Deputy Supervisor” 

3. In the attendance section under “Also present:” it was the consensus that titles of 
public officials attending Panning Commission meetings should append their names. 

Motion was then made by H. Goyings to amend the original motion to accept the minutes by 
incorporation of the three suggested changes.  Seconded by P. Baker 
Motion to amend carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
Motion to accept then carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

CITIZEN COMMENT – NON-AGEND ITEMS: B. Fisher  advised the commissioners that 
Aggregate Industries is in the process of donating approximately 28.03 Acres to the township in 
accordance with a consent agreement established in 2007.  This is the East portion of land 
owned by them in section 16, South of C Avenue, and extending West to just include the gated 
entrance to the property. 

CLASSES:  Chair Goyings pointed out that A. Sweitzer and D. Veenstra will attend an upcoming 
presentation by Michigan State Cooperative Extension on Small Scale Renewable Energy.  She 
went on to discuss the fact that, because of financial considerations it would be best if just two 
commissioners attend such MSUE classes and report back to the commission in order to 
conserve township funds. 

LAND USE PLAN: Chair Goyings moved to finalize the latest Land Use Plan Review.  
Seconded by P. Baker.  In discussion D. Veenstra offered several minor changes. A motion was 
then made by P. Baker and seconded by H. Goyings to amend the original motion to 
incorporate many of his suggestions including; on Page 2 to include the address of the Royal 
Estates Mobile Home Park; on page 2, adding "minimal residential" before "lot size" in the first 
line of the second paragraph; on page 4, adding "2009" before "community survey" in the next 
to last sentence of the last paragraph; on page 6, remove "only" after "however" in the second 
sentence under Police Protection; page11, under Agriculture, alter to read  "… the size of 



 

residential lots in the Ag district has had…; and again on page 11 substitute "development" for 
"location" in the last sentence. 

Motion to amend carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

Motion to finalize then carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

PARK DEFINITION:  Chair Goyings opened a discussion questioning whether, after careful 
examination at several meetings, it is necessary to define the word "park" in the zoning 
ordinance.  An earlier concern was that all manner of land use might pose as a permitted use in 
R-1 and R-2 under the moniker of park.  However, with the modifier "Publicly owned" (already in 
place) it is now acknowledged that such land would have to be owned by the township, county, 
state or federal government, that is, not owned by the general public.  In contrast, General-
public park ownership is properly referred to as "privately owned parks"  as in section 5.4 - R-1 
Rural Residential District: Special Exception Uses (b).  Therefore, probably we need not be 
concerned about the original issue.  An apparent five to two  A consensus was that, although 
we may return to the issue for other reasons at a future meeting, for now the issue is no longer 
a current concern. 

OUTDOOR BOILER: K. DeVries brought information to the commission regarding impending 
regulations which may be coming from the Environmental Protection Agency, which would make 
local regulation, at least in some areas of concern, unnecessary or perhaps in conflict with 
federal regulation.  A. Sweitzer and D. Veenstra were asked to inquire about this at the afore 
mentioned class they will be attending.  The issue was tabled pending their report. 

AG LOT SIZE   Deputy Supervisor B. Fisher discussed the regulations contained in Article  
Seven as they relate to those in Article Five, Section 5.2, Permitted use (b).  In her opinion after 
looking into the conflict, when values in the chart in Article Seven were changed, the language 
in 5.2 should also have been deleted but was overlooked.  This should be corrected at the next 
ordinance amending opportunity.  The commissioners then returned to discussion of the 
proposed change to residential lot size in the Ag district.  The intention by all is to facilitate 
preservation of farm land in the township.  However, there remains some uncertainty as to just 
what effect the proposed larger lot size will have on that goal.  After much consideration a 
motion was made by H. Goyings to increase residential lot dimensions in the Ag district, 
seconded by R. Feniger.  D. Veenstra then suggested that more study was in order, and that we 
should first take a look at  lot size regulations adopted by other townships.  All concurred and 
the motion was withdrawn.  Commissioners are to bring their findings to the May 4th meeting.  

ADJOURN   At 9:55 PM 8:55 PM motion was made by A. Sweitzer, seconded by P. Baker to 
adjourn.  Motion passed on a voice vote. 

 

Belden Smith Secretary 


