
ALAMO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Alamo Township Planning Commission was held Tuesday, 
May 5, 2009. 
 
Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members 
present:  Karen DeVries, Ron Feniger, Helen Goyings, Beldon Smith, Al Sweitzer, David 
Veenstra, and Paula Baker. 
 
Also present:  Township Supervisor Bob Vlietstra, Deputy Supervisor Barbara Fisher, 
and Attorney Bob Soltis. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting held April 7, 2009 were approved on motion by Member 
DeVries, seconded by Member Goyings.  CARRIED. 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
Discussion of several areas of the Zoning Ordinance which need correction was added to 
the agenda. 
 
REVIEW OF DRAFT ORDINANCE NO.46-61 
This proposed ordinance was reviewed at the last meeting and several changes and/or 
corrections were noted.  All changes/corrections have been incorporated into the draft 
presented for this meeting.  In further review, there were several additional changes 
which need to be made.  These changes were discussed and Attorney Soltis will 
incorporate them and send a revised draft ordinance to the Planning Commission for 
review/approval at the next regular meeting to be held June 2, 2009. 
 
REVIEW OF PROPOSED PLANNING COMMISSION BY-LAWS 
The final draft of the Planning Commission By-Laws was presented.  The Planning 
Commission approved the By-Laws on motion by Member Goyings, seconded by 
Member DeVries.  CARRIED. 
 
DISCUSSION OF VARIOUS CHANGES TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
In reviewing the Zoning Ordinance, there were several areas which needed change or 
corrections.  Included were Article VII – Accessory Building Setbacks; Article VIII, Sec. 
8.6(2) – Fees for Permits; and several others.  Chairman Smith also had several minor 
corrections which need to be made which he will forward to Attorney Soltis.  Attorney 
Soltis will prepare the appropriate changes/corrections and a Public Hearing will be held 
at the next regular Planning Commission, June 2, 2009, to present these changes. 
 
LAND USE PLAN  
No report. 
 
WIND ENERGY CONFERENCE 
Chairman Smith and Member Sweitzer reported on a conference they attended regarding 
wind energy and the erection of wind turbines.  General discussion was held on the need 



to have an ordinance in place to cover wind energy.  Member Sweitzer will look into 
finding sample ordinances from other townships for the Planning Commission to review. 
 
TOWNSHIP SURVEY 
Supervisor Vlietstra stated that a survey of the township for use with the updating of the 
Land Use Plan is very important and should be a priority of the Planning Commission.  
Sample questions for the survey were discussed.  Member Goyings and Member Baker 
will work with Deputy Supervisor Fisher to develop a survey to be sent to everyone in the 
township.  Member Goyings asked all members of the Planning Commission to email to 
her 3 questions which they would like to see on the survey by Tues. May 12, 2009.  The 
committee will try to have a sample survey for review by the Planning Commission at the 
next regular meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned on motion by Member Goyings, seconded by Member 
Veenstra.  CARRIED 9:14 p.m. 
 
Paula Baker 
Acting Secretary 
 


