
Alamo Township Planning Commission 

Minutes July 7, 2009 

A regular meeting of the Alamo Township Planning Commission was held Tuesday,   
July 7, 2009. 

Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The following members were present:  Karen DeVries, Paula Baker, Helen Goyings, 
Beldon Smith, David Veenstra, Al Sweitzer, Ron Feniger, and Bob Soltis 

Also present: 13 Guests (see sign in sheet) 

Paula Baker and Karen DeVries informed the commission that they would be absent for 
the August meeting and asked to be excused. 

Minutes of previous meeting held June 2 were approved with a correction to final draft 
of Ordinance 46-61.  Proposed minutes had it listed as 46-62.  Ordinance 46-62 was 
open for a public hearing on June 2.  Ordinance 46-61 was approved unanimously June 
2.  No additions were made.                                                                                      

Motion was made by Karen DeVries to accept corrected minutes, seconded by Paula 
Baker. Motion carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING VANDERVEEN SEUP                                                                
Public hearing was opened at 7:03 p.m. for public discussion of Gary VanderVeen’s 
application for a special use permit to construct a dwelling, on parcel C, (legal 
description on permit) in a limited development district.  Two residents spoke in favor of 
granting the SEUP, no one spoke in opposition.  Attorney Soltis explained the purpose 
for the zoning ordinance “L.D.”.  Public hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m. 

Motion was made by Al Sweitzer and seconded by Paula Baker to approve the request 
on Parcel C with the following exceptions: 

 Dwelling must be completed within 5 years or the SEUP is voided.   
 The SEUP also includes any construction of a pole barn and other normal 

accessory buildings. 
 All buildings must meet all building codes and zoning ordinance provisions. 

A roll call vote was held and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 



Discussion was held concerning the secretary position.  No commission member 
volunteered to take the position of secretary full time so for now we will rotate the 
position.   

Helen Goyings– June, July, August                                                                            
Karen DeVries – September, October                                                                         
Paula Baker – November, December         

SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE PERMIT                                                                                  
A SEUP request was presented by Patricia Ruppel for a proposed dog park. 

A motion was made by Al Sweitzer and seconded by Ron Feniger to table the SEUP 
request until a complete application was presented.  Motion passed. 

The commission was told that the applicant really was looking for discussion concerning 
the possible acceptance of the park.  Several questions were asked and information 
was given to the applicant of what would be required on a complete application.  Most 
of the discussion centered on the definition of a park in a rural residential district.   

Supervisor Bob Vliestra told the commission that the applicant has paid the $500 
application fee.  

Bob Soltis told the commission that the definition of “park” needed to go to the zoning 
administrator for clarification.  If the applicant does not agree with the zoning 
administrator’s decision she may appeal it to the zoning board of appeals.  Until that 
occurs, the planning commission cannot really make any decisions. 

ORDINANCE 46-62                                                                                                    
Review of current status of Ordinance 46-62 was tabled until next meeting. 

HANDICAP PARKING                                                                                                
Discussion of handicap parking space signage was tabled until next meeting Attorney 
Soltis needed to investigate state laws and check with Kevin Cardiff about Americans 
with Disabilities Act.   

Supervisor Vliestra informed the commission that he had had three emails concerning 
this situation. 

SURVEY COMMITTEE REPORT                                                                                      
Helen Goyings reported for the survey committee.  Approximately 175 surveys were 
retuned so far.  They continue to come in at a good rate.  The committee is meeting 
next week to go over the results and will have a more detailed report at the August 
meeting.  There are a lot of comments which will take time to give details.  

 



 

COMMISSIONER COMMENT                                                                                   
David Veenstra commented that the SEUP for the dog park should never have been 
presented to the Planning Commission.  The staff in the township office should be able 
to inform the applicant that she had an incomplete application and if she only wanted to 
have a discussion then it should have been presented that way. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 p.m. on a motion by Helen Goyings and seconded 
by Beldon Smith.  Motion passed. 


