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Alamo Township Planning Commission Minutes 
 

A regular meeting of the Alamo Township Planning Commission was held Wednesday 
Tuesday 

 September 7, 2010 at the Alamo Township Hall 
 
Chairman Goyings called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The following members were present: Paula Baker, Karen DeVries, Helen Goyings, 
Belden Smith, Al Sweitzer, and David Veenstra.  Absent was Ron Feniger. 
 
Also present: No other persons were present. 
 
AGENDA: No planned additions A. Sweitzer offered a report on the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. 
 
P. Baker made a motion to excuse R. Feniger, seconded by K. DeVries.  Motion 
carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
MINUTES:  Motion was made by K. DeVries to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting held August 18, 2010.  Motion was seconded by B. Smith. The motion carried 
by unanimous voice vote.   
 
USE OF RECORDER DURING PUBLIC HEARINGS: After a brief discussion of the 
issue, P. Baker moved to approve the optional use of a recorder during Public Hearings 
(but only during Public Hearings) conducted by the Planning Commission.  Seconded 
by A. Sweitzer.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
NOTICE TO APPROPRIATE ENTITIES OF MASTER PLAN REVIEW:  Chair Goyings 
sought and secured the official consensus of the commission to disseminate statutorily 
required notice of the Planning Commission's intent to commence a review of the Alamo 
Township Master Plan.  She will present the request to the Township Clerk. 
 
MTA ON THE ROAD ATTENDANCE:  Chair Goyings asked the commissioners if they 
plan to attend the October 21 Michigan Townships Association Fall Regional (District 
19,22 &23) Meeting, to be held in Kalamazoo at the Radisson Plaza Hotel at 
Kalamazoo Center beginning at 8:00 AM.  The six commissioners present all expressed 
an interest in attending.  Chair Goyings will handle the registration.   
 
ZBA REPORT:  A. Sweitzer told commissioners that the latest issue, regarding land in 
section 32, addressed by the Alamo Township Zoning Board of Appeals, at a 
September 1 meeting had been recessed pending a surveyors report. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENT - NON AGENDA ITEMS: none 
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C AVE PARK:  Parks are not currently a listed use in the Agriculture District of Alamo 
Township.  Land in Section 16, within the Ag district, formerly used for gravel extraction 
and subsequently reclaimed, has been donated to the township by Aggregate Industries 
for use as a park. 
To resolve this inconsistency it was moved by A. Sweitzer, and seconded by H. Goyings 
to recommend to the Township Board of Trustees that a permitted use be added to the 
listed uses for the Agriculture district, identical in language to that in Section 5.4(c).  
Specifically: " Publicly owned parks, playgrounds, and other recreational areas." 
.   Roll Call Vote: 
 H. Goyings  yes 
 P. Baker  yes 
 B. Smith  yes  
 K. DeVries  yes 
 A. Sweitzer  yes 
 D. Veenstra  yes 
Motion is passed 
 
DIFFERENT COMMERCIAL ZONES: A reexamination of the listed uses in the 
commercial districts of the township and perhaps the number and fundamental 
description of the districts was proposed at the August meetings and Public Hearings.  
After some discussion of the objective of such a reexamination, Chair Goyings asked 
that a sub committee of three members address this issue and report back to the full 
commission over the next several PC meetings.  B. Smith, K. Devries, and A. Sweitzer 
will form that sub committee. 
 
DISCUSSION - SECTIONS 13, 14, 23, & 24:  A reexamination of the current zoning in 
the sections surrounding the D Avenue - US 131 interchange, and the relationship 
between that district designation and the Township Master Plan was also proposed at 
the August meetings and Public Hearings. Chair Goyings asked that a sub committee of 
three members address this issue and report back to the full commission over the next 
several PC meetings.  D. Veenstra, P. Baker and H. Goyings will form that sub 
committee. 
 
IN GENERAL DISCUSSION:  The topic of wind turbines was considered.  A. Sweitzer 
presented some tentative ordinance provisions for their future regulation, and the 
commission agreed to review literature and information presented earlier regarding wind 
turbines, specifically the Leelanau township ordinance provisions, in preparation for 
discussion at the next meeting.  Chair Goyings will attempt to engage an industry 
representative to provide input to the commission. 
 
A. Sweitzer also reminded members that ordinance  provisions regarding signage 
should be a topic for future effort by the Planning Commission. 
 
ADJOURN:  At 8:07 PM motion was made by D. Veenstra, seconded by P. Baker to 
adjourn.  Motion passed on a voice vote. 
 


