
ALAMO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD AT  

ALAMO FIRE DEPARTMENT 7840 NORTH 6TH STREET 

KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49009 

Date August 07, 2018 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Chairman Patrick Studabaker called the meeting to order with the Pledge of 

Allegiance at 7:00 pm. 

Roll Call of Commissioners: Chairman Patrick Studabaker, Vice Chair Don Porter, Commissioner Dick Bennett, 

Commissioner John Kennedy, Secretary Pauline Keiser, all present. 

Others Present: Alamo Township Chair Gail VanderWeele, Attorney Catherine Kaufman, Township Building 

Official Kevin Cardiff, Al Sweitzer ZBA, and Ron Feniger. 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Chair Patrick Studabaker to approve the minutes from the June 05, 2018 

meeting, supported by John Kennedy, passed on a voice vote without opposition. 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED: Chair Patrick Studebaker opened the Public Hearing at 7:02 pm. 

Banquet Hall: Add the wording Banquet Hall to Section 5.3 – L/D Limited Development District Special 

Exception Uses (a). 

 Gail VanderWheele, Question what was the intent to add Banquet Hall to 5.3 (a) Special Exception Use? Chair 

Patrick Studebaker explained the Club House with some property on the Golf Course was being looked at to be 

purchased and the plan to have weddings and business meetings was discussed. Kevin Cardiff, the purpose for 

adding the wording Banquet Hall would be for regulation and this would be designated for this specific use 

with stipulations, under 5.3 special exception use. Ron Feniger, why special exception use? Attorney Catherine 

Kaufman, to add this proposal for a Banquet Hall would eliminate conditions for use and would allow a person 

to apply for Special Exception Use with conditions to regulate and prevent other types of recreational use and 

to keep the environment in pristine condition. If Banquet Hall was omitted this would keep the property open 

for natural habitat and open space. 

Solar Power:  Al Sweitzer ask the meaning of BIVP’s? Al Sweitzer also questioned roof top mounting when a 

roof had several peaks and valleys and questioned the reason for fifteen (15) feet above the ground. Attorney 

Catherine Kaufman recommended adding definitions to clarify abbreviations and other words used in the 

proposed Solar Energy Systems document. A roof with peaks and valleys wouldn’t have any bearing on height 

or other problems. Pointed out that fifteen (15) feet was the standard height in the industry for solar panels. 

Al Sweitzer questioned the wording irrevocable bank letter. Catherine explained the letter would stand up in a 

court of law and it was to protect the Township in years to come against the cost of trying to collect monies 

for the removal of Solar Energy System. 

Wind Turbines: Al Sweitzer why can’t a person have more than 0ne (1) wind turbine on their residential 

property and questioned the cost of removing a turbine regardless of size? Pointed out the wording under D. 

Site Development #1. Lot Area/Setbacks the word below should be removed from second paragraph and put 

in the first paragraph and re-lettered. Kevin Cardiff pointed out the some of the zoning districts in the original 

draft ordinance should be omitted. Attorney Catherine Kaufman explained wind energy systems is a mill or 



machine operated by wind acting on oblique vanes or sails that radiate from a vertical or horizonal shaft, the 

generator, alternator or other device to convert the mechanical energy to the surface area into electrical 

energy and a windmill traditionally used to pump water shall not be considered a Wind Energy System. 

Catherine also suggested adding more words to the definitions to clarify to do a study on sound, light flicker, 

vibrations, electromagnetic field, wild life and health issues and see what effect it would have in an area on    

c-phones, tv, and internet reception. 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED: Chair Patrick Studabaker closed the Public Hearing at 7:42 pm. 

MOTION: Chairman Patrick Studabaker made a motion not to insert the wording Banquet Hall into Section 5.3 

L/D Limited Development District. Supported by Commissioner Don Porter, with a roll call vote. 

PATRICK STUDABAKER         YES 

DON PORTER                          YES 

DICK BENNETT                        YES 

JOHN KENEDY                         NO 

PAULINE KEISER                      NO 

Passed on a roll call vote 3 YES and 2 NO. 

MOTION:  Chairman Patrick Studabaker made a motion to insert definitions and other necessary corrections 

to the proposed Solar Power Ordinance and submit it to the attorney for proofing. Supported by 

Commissioner Don Porter, with a roll call vote. 

PATRICK STUDABAKER         YES 

DICK BENNETT                        YES 

DON PORTER                          YES 

JOHN KENNEDY                      YES 

PAULINE KEISER                     NO 

Passed on a roll call vote 4 YES and 1 NO. 

See the Solar Energy System attachment. 

MOTION:  Chairman Patrick made a motion to make corrections to the proposed Wind Energy Conversion 

System Ordinance and to add definitions and submit it to the attorney for proofing. Supported by 

Commissioner John Kennedy, with a roll call vote. 

PATRICK STUDABAKER        YES 

DON PORTER                         YES 

DICK BENNETT                       YES 

JOHN KENNEDY                     YES 

PAULINE KEISER                     NO 



Passed on a roll call vote 4 YES and 1 NO. 

See the Wind Energy Conversion Systems attachment. 

NEW BUSINESS: NONE 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: Chair Gail VanderWheele introduced Emily Adams and Tony LoBretto as they would be 

replacing some of the board members on the Planning Commission. 

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS:  Chair Patrick Studabaker said Commissioner John Kennedys time on the 

Township Board was up and he wanted to retire. Dick Bennett also expressed wanting to retire from the 

Planning Commission. 

A big thank You to John and Dick and a debt of gratitude for all their input, devotion and time given to the 

Township and all their knowledge shared. They will be missed on the board, enjoy retirement. 

ADJOUNMENT: Chair Patrick Studabaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Pauline Keiser supported 

the motion. The motion carried on a voice vote without opposition. Meeting adjourned at 8:25pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Pauline Keiser, Secretary 

 

 


