
 

 

ALAMO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD AT  

ALAMO TOWNSHIP HALL 7901 NORTH 6TH STREET 

KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49009 

March 6, 2018 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Chairman Patrick Studabaker called the meeting to order with the Pledge of 

Allegiance at 7:01pm. 

Roll Call of Commissioners: Chairman Patrick Studabaker, Vice Chair Don Porter, Commissioner Dick Bennett, 

Commissioner John Kennedy, Secretary Pauline Keiser, all present 

Others Present: (6) others, Kevin Cardiff, Alamo Township Building Official and Zoning Administrator,  

Andrew Webber representative of Skyway Towers, Roger Bell Attorney for Skyway Towers, Mark McCoy, 

 Larry Glass, Jim Allman 

Approval of Minutes: Chair Patrick Studabaker moved to accept the minutes of the February 06.2018 meeting 

with corrections, Dick Bennett supported the motion. The motion was carried by voice vote without 

opposition. 

PUBLIC HEARING OPEN: Chair Patrick Studabaker opened the Public Hearing at 7:11pm. 

1. Zoning ordinance amendment to Article 5, Section 5.9 Subsection (c) to revise language regarding 

retail sales as a permitted use and to add a new Subsection (p) self-storage units. (REASON) To make it 

more general for people to apply for any type of general retail sales. But not to remove Boats and 

Boating equipment. Because Section (c) is so restrictive, this would open it up for more retail sales not 

listed. COMMENTS: -O- 

2. Zoning Ordinance amendment to Article 4, Definition, to add the definition of self-storage unit. 

(DEFINATION TO BE ADDED) A building or group of buildings divided into separate compartments 

leased to individuals and used for the temporary storage of household and personal property. 

COMMENTS: Question of how many units would be built behind Garden House Antique building? 

Garden House Antiques have 20 acres. 

3. Special Exception Use: Request of Andrew Webber (Telecad Wireless Site Design) and Doris Frost 

(property owner) to erect a 195-foot wireless communications tower, which is proposed to be installed 

in a 75’ x 75’ fenced compound, including a 1,000-gallon propane tank. The property is located at 6676 

West “G” Ave. in the Township of Alamo and is zoned R-1, Rural Residential Zoning District, the tax 

identification Number is 01-35-376-011.  

COMMENTS:  Concerned questions asked by Jim Allman, Mark Mc Coy, Larry Glass. 

Who decides where the tower would be placed? Who would remove the tower when no longer is use? 

Where would you hook up to electricity? Are there other towers in the area? How would you get heavy 

equipment into the area without destroying the surrounding area? Did you know that Thornapple 

Creek Golf Course is no longer being used? What about the gravel pit for location of the tower? How 

does this effect property values? Could the tower be placed somewhere else on the Frost property? 



 

 

What about looking at the tower from a back yard? Would it be possible to install a Pine Tree Tower 

like Portage, Michigan did? How many lights would be on the tower and concerns of lights putting out 

too much light? Asked about radiation entering the body from this type of tower? 

EXPLINATIONS: Andrew Webber and Attorney Roger Bell Explained details of a search ring and why a 

tower had to be placed in a certain area. How many agencies must approve a tower, 24 total. Total 

lighting for the tower, with standing strong winds, a reason for a generator if power goes out, why a 

propane tank is needed, to power the generator. Electricity would be ran under ground, height of 

tower. Tower would be classified as a number five (5) rating for strength of communication 

capabilities. The type of building and or shed to be erected would be at the base of the tower for 

equipment. It would have a lighting rod at the top of the tower. These types of towers are classified as 

a number one source of communication in a disaster such as hurricanes, floods etc. By erecting towers 

of this type more and more telephone poles would not be needed. Explained how the heavy 

equipment would be moved in. The draw backs of a Pine Tree Tower. How the tower would affect 

property values, it would not. Effects of radiation, this would not affect the human body, this could be 

checked by going to the Cancer Center website. Removal of the tower when no longer in use would be 

the responsibility of Skyway Towers. 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED: Chair Patrick Studabaker closed the Public Hearing at 8:07pm. 

MOTION: Chair Patrick Studabaker made a motion to close the Public Hearing supported by Commissioner 

Don Porter, with a roll call vote. 

Don Porter                  YES 

Dick Bennett               YES 

Patrick Studabaker    YES 

John Kennedy             YES 

Pauline Keiser             YES 

Passed without opposition. 

MOTION: Chair Patrick Studabaker made a motion to add wording of (Storage Unit) to Article 5, Section 5.9 – 

C-2 in subsection (p), definition of Storage Unit is (A building or group of buildings divided into separate 

compartments leased to individuals and used for the temporary storage of household and personal property).  

This definition is to be added to Article 4 Definitions. Supported by Commissioner John Kennedy, with a roll 

call vote. 

 Don Porter                     YES 

Dick Bennett                   YES 

Patrick Studabaker        YES 

John Kennedy                 YES 

Pauline Keiser                 YES 



 

 

Passed without opposition. 

MOTION: Chair Patrick Studabaker made a motion to remove, (such as boats and boating equipment.) from 

Section 5.9-C-2 Commercial District, Permitted Uses, Subsection (c). Supported by Commissioner John 

Kennedy, with a roll call vote. 

Don Porter                   YES 

Dick Bennett               YES 

Patrick Studabaker    YES 

John Kennedy             YES 

 Pauline Keiser            YES 

Passed without opposition. 

MOTION: Chair Patrick Studabaker made a motion to approve Special Exception Permit for Wireless 

Communication Tower, and Site Plan approval. Commissioner Don Porter Supported the motion with a roll call 

vote. 

COMMENTS: Commissioner Dick Bennett, complemented speakers Andrew Webber and Attorney Roger Bell 

for the presentation, the explanation was very thorough and informative. It was explained that the cell tower 

would have a very low impact on the area. Dick Bennett then thanked them again for the presentation. 

Don Porter YES 

Dick Bennett YES 

Patrick Studabaker YES 

John Kennedy YES 

Pauline Keiser YES 

Passed without opposition. 

OLD BUSINESS: Commissioner Dick Bennett, contacted Cooper Township Spoke with them about Wind 

Turbines and Solar Panels Dick said Cooper was very helpful and was told an ordinance pertaining to Solar 

Panels was on the internet. Chair Patrick Studabaker will forward document to Commissioners. Patrick also 

thanked Dick for the extra work in getting solar power information. 

Discussion: Self Storage   -0- 

Discussion: Retail Sales    -0- 

Discussion: Special Exception -0- 

Discussion: Wind Turbines, Chair Patrick Studabaker, and commissioners discussed, property acreage, height 

limits, decibel levels, shadow flicker, maintenance, safety issues and your neighbors’ property if the Wind 

Turbine fell over. 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS: Kevin Cardiff explained that KM Industrial Machinery will try to have all paper work 

necessary, such as permits and site plans for next month’s Planning Commission Meeting. 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:  -0- 

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS: Chair Patrick Studabaker, suggested all commissioner go over the Wind 

Turbine ordinance and make any changes they wanted and get them back to Patrick before the next Planning 

Meeting and he will compile the changes. Pauline Keiser will be out of town and absent, from the April 2018 

Planning Commission Meeting. 

ADJOURN: Chairman Patrick Studabaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting Don Porter supported the 

motion. The motion carried on a voice vote without opposition. Adjourned at 8:53pm. 

 

Respectively Submitted 

Pauline Keiser, Secretary 


