
  ALAMO TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 
7901 North 6th Street 

Kalamazoo, MI  49009 
(269) 382-3366 

 

JANUARY 12, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Present: Supervisor Vlietstra, Clerk Sportel-Bogard, Treasurer Stoneburner, Trustee Feniger, 
Trustee Potter-Williams, Attorney Soltis and Deputy Supervisor Fisher 

 

Also Present: 8 interested persons 

 
Supervisor Vlietstra called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Invocation followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
MINUTES 
 
 

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to approve the work group minutes of January 5, 2008, corrected to 
reflect who took the minutes in the Clerk’s absence, support by Trustee Feniger.  Carried.  
 
ASSESSOR’S REPORT 
 

No report was received.   

 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Deputy Supervisor Fisher reported December permits of 3 electrical, 2 mechanical and 4 building.  
($1,277.50 collected in fees). There were 26 total building permits issued for 2008 (50% [13] issued from 
September – December), 26 total electrical permits (58% [15]) and 20 total mechanical permits (50% 
[10]).  Total gross revenue for September – December was $5,660.50, representing an average of 
$1,415 per month.  Expenditures (Kalamazoo Township, the Building Inspector, support) averaged just 
under $500 for the same period.  This does not take into account fees paid for mechanical and electrical 
inspections: all inspection logs have not been received.  A full 2008 report will be completed once all 
data is available. 

 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

A written report prepared by Chief Moore had been provided to each Board member and was 
summarized by Supervisor Vlietstra.  The Department responded to 253 incidents in 2008 and completed 
a total of 1,267 training hours.  Lieutenant Wilson, Captain Kizer and Chief Moore obtained State of 
Michigan Fire Officer II Certification.  Assistance to other fire departments was requested 20 times in 
2008.  A current list of fire fighters was included.   
 

Chief Moore requests approval to use $740 from the Fire Department budget to take the NFPA Inspector 
I class.  After successful completion, Chief Moore will be both a National and State Certified Fire 
Inspector.   

 
ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
 

Deputy Supervisor Fisher gave the Ordinance Enforcer’s report based on a written document prepared 
by Ordinance Enforcer Hoffman.  Three and one-half hours of service were delivered in December.  
Follow-up on compliance orders is slated to occur this month.      

   
 
 



PARKS BOARD REPORT 
 

Parks Board Secretary noted minutes were previously forwarded to Board members and highlights of the 
action items provided at the January workgroup.  The Parks Board forwarded two items for Board action:  
A recommendation to petition the Road Commission to abandon 5th Street and a recommendation for 
the Board to establish a restricted account for the Parks Department.   
 

As discussed at the workgroup, contact has been made with the Road Commission to begin the process 
of seeking answers to various questions.  A preliminary report of findings will be made at the February 
meeting.  Attorney Soltis noted he did not see any downside to the Township pursuing abandonment.  
Removal of the bridge plate and public utilities were again mentioned as areas to pursue with the Road 
Commission.  Trustee Potter-Williams requested proof that funding has been denied for repair of the 
bridge.   
 

Following the Parks Board meeting on December 9, the Township and the Parks’ Board chairperson 
received word that the Friends of the Parks had disbanded.  A check was provided closing out their bank 
account.  Direction accompanying the check noted funds were restricted to the Parks.  The Parks Board 
was notified the Friends choose not to meet with the Parks Board as established in November and did 
not communicate with the Parks Board prior to disbanding. Guidance from both Attorney Soltis (prior to 
receipt of the check) and the township accounting firm (following receipt) was sought and received.  
Board action is needed to formally establish the fund.     
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to establish a dedicated and restricted parks account, support by 
Treasurer Stoneburner.  Carried.     

 
ZONING BOARD REPORT 
 

Supervisor Vlietstra noted the Zoning Board held a public hearing regarding a special exception use 
permit for a wireless communication tower and further discussed the ordinance governing gravel mining.      

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Paid as of January 12, 2009 : $   5,224.80 
Received:    $ 49,036.17 
General Account:   $ 23,480.80 
General Maxsaver:             $406,798.29  
Fire Truck LUG Account:             $ 18,205.97 

 
CLERK’S REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard reported $34,599.49 in liabilities for the month of December.  Board members are 
asked to provide input for use in drafting the 2009-2010 budget.  Completion of the budget is anticipated 
for early March.   

 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Donna Henderson Payment Claim 
 

Deputy Supervisor summarized that Donna Henderson has filed a second complaint with the 
State.  This complaint covers 32 hours for January 2008.  The Township paid Mrs. Henderson for 
these hours; however, Mrs. Henderson returned the check.  A second attempt was made to 
provide Mrs. Henderson these funds; this attempt was rebuffed.  The State made a courtesy call 
to the Township following the filing of the second complaint.  The State agreed that Attorney 
Soltis' interpretation of the letter the Township received from the State following the first claim, 
seemingly closing the case, was correct.  The State and the Township are in agreement that the 
most recent claim could and should have been handled earlier.  A deadline was provided by the 
State to permit the Board to act without further action being taken.  The Board’s original motion to 
pay Mrs. Henderson for the January hours included a reference to deduct $45.00 for a plan 
review that was inappropriately invoiced and inadvertently paid.  It is not recommended that the 
$45.00 be deducted from any further reimbursement provided to Mrs. Henderson. 

 



MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to provide reimbursement of $272.00 (gross) for Mrs. 
Henderson’s January 2008 hours, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard. Carried.  
 

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to write-off the inadvertently paid plan review, support by 
Clerk Sportel-Bogard. Carried.  
 

Reference requests for the former employees will be limited to verification of dates of employment.  
 

2. Aggregate Industries Use of G Avenue 
 

The Progressive AE traffic study and the URS review were provided to Board members on 
December 31 and an updated version of the URS review on January 5th.  Both concluded 10th 
Street route was the preferred route; the URS engineer stating there was no evidence to claim that 
G Avenue is an inadequate route.  With the results of the studies in, Aggregate Industries has 
requested permanent use of G Avenue (contingent upon determination of any action the Township 
may elect to take relative to the border road legislation or the outcome of the still pending lawsuit).  
Aggregate Industries’ current approval to use G Avenue expires January 13.   Marty Landes, 
Aggregate Industries, was present and offered a brief explanation and rationale for the request.  
He reiterated granting access would be subject to review as a result of the pending lawsuit and or 
other devises which could provide a reasonable alternate route. Attorney Soltis referenced the 
Consent Judgment clause addressing the haul route and suggested an extension containing a 
specific date to ensure a review. Mr. Landes noted Aggregate Industries’ willingness to work with 
the Township and its hope for uninterrupted access through the 2009 mining season.     

MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to authorize Aggregate Industries’ use of westbound G 
Avenue to southbound 6th Street as a haul route for the sooner of November 10, 2009, resolution 
of the pending lawsuit and/or the non-use of 10th Street as a truck route based on the filing of a 
border road objection under legislation awaiting the Governor’s signature, support by Trustee 
Potter-Williams.  Carried.    
 

3. Legislation Impacting Border Roads   
 

 Attorney Soltis reviewed the salient points of the legislation.  Legislation passed both houses and 
is awaiting the Governor’s signature.  An objection, if filed, must be filed by March 1. Townships 
experiencing unresolved diversions of traffic to a border road (due to limitations or restrictions, 
may file an objection with the Road Commission.  A 60 day period follows for negotiations to 
occur in good faith. If an objection is not resolved in 60 days, the Road Commission then has the 
authority to make a decision in the best interest of the County.  Attorney Porter has contacted 
Attorney Soltis and requested a meeting between the attorneys and supervisors of each 
Township.       

 

MOTION by Trustee Feniger to authorize the Alamo Township attorney and Supervisor to meet 
with the Oshtemo attorney and supervisor to discuss the 10th Street/G Avenue haul routes and 
border road issues, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.   Carried. 
 

4. Ordinance to Establish a Planning Commission 
 

Attorney Soltis provided a history of the Zoning Enabling and Planning Acts.  A Resolution to 
establish a Planning Commission with Zoning Authority has been adopted previously, although 
appointments have not been made.  The Ordinance is required under the Planning Act to 
establish a Planning Commission regardless of whether there is an existing ordinance or 
resolution.  Under the Planning Act, additional duties are spelled out, by-laws must be 
established.  Trustee Feniger inquired about the composition of the Board and holding office until 
a successor can be appointed (Article III), conflict of interest (Article V) and minimum number of 
meeting (Article VIII).  Clarification was provided on several items, by-laws will address others; 
the Board will need to make decisions on others.  Deputy Supervisor Fisher inquired about the 
current practice of the Township Assessor independently being responsible for land splits (Article 
XIII).  Further discussion and research is needed in this area.  Attorney Soltis will prepare an 
updated draft based on feedback provided.       
 
 



5. 2009 Roads   
 

The car count for F Avenue was reported as 100.  Completing Hart Drive is cost prohibitive.  $36-
37,000 is available from the County, the Township matching.  Supervisor Vlietstra was asked to 
obtain an estimate for County View.  Treasurer Stoneburner suggested C, E and F Avenues.  
This combination would leave unused funds.  A decision was deferred until February once an 
estimate for Country View is available.   
 

6. Board and Committee Appointments/Recommendations 
 

 Library.  Sharon Tans expressed interest in being reappointed. 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Sharon Tans to the Otsego District Public Library 
Board for a 3 year term, support by Trustee Feniger. Carried.  
 

Board of Review.  Mert Frost cannot attend the 2009 March Board of Review, no alternate is 
appointed to the Board of Review.  Al Wielinga’s term on the Board of Review has expired. 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Al Sweitzer as an alternate for the March Board of 
Review, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard. Carried.  
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Al Wielinga to the Board of Review for a 2 year term, 
support by Treasurer Stoneburner. Carried.  
 

Planning Commission with Zoning Authority 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Ron Feniger to the Planning Commission for a 1 year 
term, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Trustee Potter-Williams – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes; 
Treasurer Stoneburner – no; Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.  Carried. 
 

Trustee Feniger will not be able to continue his appointment to the Zoning Board of Appeals given 
this appointment.  Supervisor Vlietstra noted the potential of appointing Trustee Potter-Williams if 
she is so willing. 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Al Sweitzer to the Planning Commission for a 1 year 
term, support by Trustee Feniger.  Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Trustee Potter-Williams – no; Clerk 
Sportel-Bogard – yes; Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes. Carried. 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Paula Baker to the Planning Commission for a 2 year 
term, support by Trustee Feniger.  Treasurer Stoneburner – no; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes; 
Trustee Feniger – yes; Trustee Potter-Williams – yes; Supervisor Vlietstra – yes. Carried. 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Karen DeVries to the Planning Commission for a 2 
year term, support by Trustee Feniger.  Trustee Feniger – yes; Trustee Potter-Williams – yes; 
Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes. Carried. 
 

Brief discussion regarding the Board’s lack of knowledge of some candidates.  Attorney Soltis 
noted if Board members do not feel comfortable voting they may abstain or vote no.  Clerk 
Sportel-Board clarified she has not recommended any of the candidates; she sent out letters and 
recorded interest expressed by those receiving a letter.   
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Belden Smith to the Planning Commission for a 3 
year term, support by Trustee Feniger.  Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes; 
Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Trustee Potter-Williams – no; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.  Carried. 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Helen Goyins to the Planning Commission for a 3 
year term, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Trustee Potter-Williams – yes; Trustee Feniger – 
yes; Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.  Carried. 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Dave Veenstra to the Planning Commission for a 3 
year term, support by Trustee Feniger.  Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes; 
Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Trustee Potter-Willams – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.  Carried. 
 
 



Museum Committee 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Brian Smith to the Museum Committee for a 3 year 
term to replace Mary Goble, support by Trustee Feniger.  Carried. 
 

Jill Garrison will be consulted regarding her wishes on reappointment. 
 

Treasurer Stoneburner requests dialog on volunteers assuming grounds maintenance as this 
impacts the individual currently hired to complete this work.   
 
Letters of appointment and/or appreciation will be sent. 

 
AUTHORIZATION OF LIABILITIES   

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to pay the liabilities and authorize the Clerk and Treasurer to pay 
any others that may need consideration prior to the next Board meeting, support by Treasurer 
Stoneburner.  Carried. 

 
BOARD MEMBER TIME 
 

Supervisor Vlietstra noted Auro Physical Therapy offers $15.00 per month general facility use.       
 
CITIZEN COMMENT  
 

Dick Bennett (Praise on the December newsletter) 
Al Sweitzer (Truck traffic on G Avenue) 
Berle Finkey (Difficulty seeing over snow mounds at intersections; pace of snowplows and destruction of 

mail box; Alamo truck routes and appreciation for considering Country View for resurfacing)  
Clarification offered that Alamo does not have an ordinance governing truck traffic and who to 
contact for mail boxes) 

Libby Heiny-Cogwsell (Introduced herself – Oshtemo Township Supervisor) 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to adjourn the meeting, support by Supervisor Vlietstra.   Carried.   
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Garilyn Sportel-Bogard 
Alamo Township Clerk  


