
  ALAMO TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 
7901 North 6th Street 

Kalamazoo, MI  49009 
(269) 382-3366 

 

April 13, 2009 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Present: Supervisor Vlietstra, Clerk Sportel-Bogard, Treasurer Stoneburner, Trustee Feniger, 
Trustee Potter-Williams and Deputy Supervisor Fisher 

 

Guests: From the Kalamazoo County Road Commission:  Joanna Johnson, Jeffrie Maddox, 
Kent McCauley, Daniel Moyle, Ken Oscarson 

 

Also Present: 6 interested persons 
 
 
 

 
Supervisor Vlietstra called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Invocation followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ANNUAL JOINT MEETING WITH THE KALAMAZOO COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION (KCRC) 
 

Joanna Johnson introduced KCRC Board members present and reviewed several handouts that 
were provided.  Managing Director Johnson noted the cost for the B Avenue culvert was 
$21,924.34.  The 2009-2013 Capital Improvement Plan was touched upon.  Projects funded 
through the American Recovery & Investment Project are not listed on the Capitol Improvement 
Plan.  Work on 12th Street from D to C Avenues will be funded through this funding stream.  
Managing Director Johnson expressed her appreciation to members of the Board and staff who 
attended the recent Asset Management seminar.  A meeting will be scheduled with representatives 
from the Township, KCRC and the Jirgens to address questions prior to a final determination being 
made on the abandonment of 5th Street. 
 

Funding formulas, various issues and problem intersections during heavy snowfalls were 
highlighted.  Plowing priorities were reviewed.  A washout area on F Avenue, a culvert on 6th Street 
and an area of persistent deterioration on AB Avenue will be reviewed by the KCRC.  Mailboxes 
impacted by plowing can be replaced; residents should contact the KCRC.    Supervisor Vlietstra 
offered his appreciation of the cooperative relationship the Township enjoys with the KCRC.  Al 
Sweitzer suggested improvements to the intersection at 12th and D Avenue.  KCRC Board 
members expressed their appreciation for scheduling the joint meeting and for a cooperative 
working relationship. 
 
MINUTES 
 

MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to approve the workgroup minutes of April 6, 2009, support by 
Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Carried.  
 
ASSESSOR’S REPORT 
 

No report was received.  Deputy Supervisor Fisher reported Assessor Laws had settled with 
County Equalization.  Board members had been provided with an updated version of a proposed 
contract that incorporated language to address questions that surfaced at the March Board 
meeting.   
 

MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to accept the revised contract as written, support by Clerk 
Sportel-Bogard.   
 



Treasurer Stoneburner clarified that the Apex software referenced at an earlier Board meeting was 
approved by the Board in 2006 and permits the Township to place available sketches on the 
Township website.  Roger Flath inquired about Assessor Laws attending periodic Board meetings.  
Supervisor Vlietstra noted it is not customary for assessors to attend their respective township 
meetings.  He further noted Assessor Laws would attend if there was an issue and was requested 
by the Board to do so.   
 

Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes; Trustee Potter-Williams – no; Treasurer 
Stoneburner – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.  Carried.    
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Deputy Supervisor Fisher reported March permits of 2 electrical, 0 mechanical and 0 building.  
($205.00 collected in fees).    
 

Deputy Supervisor Fisher summarized the arrangement established by Building Inspector Cardiff 
with the City of Kalamazoo to perform ($30 per inspection) building and mechanical inspections 
during Building Inspector Cardiff’s leave.  Deputy Supervisor Fisher noted Building Inspector 
Cardiff is not receiving payment for his continued review and approval of permits.  His retaining the 
review/approval of permits during his leave was not originally anticipated.  Deputy Supervisor 
Fisher may bring a payment recommendation back to the Board at an upcoming meeting. 
 

MOTION by Trustee Feniger to reimburse the City of Kalamazoo $30 per inspection while Building 
Inspector Cardiff is on leave, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Carried.   
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard reports Chief Moore is recommending acceptance of Paul Runcie’s 
application as a Township fire fighter and first responder.  The standard background checks have 
been completed.  Mr. Runcie is a deputy with the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Department and has 
demonstrated a commitment to public service.   
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to accept the application of Paul Runcie as a Township fire 
fighter with the standard probationary period, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  Carried.  
 

Captain Kizer notes Whitney Saucedo has resigned in good standing and all equipment has been 
returned.  The annual service for department trucks has been completed with repairs needed on 
two trucks (fuel pump, muffler).  Audible and visual ladder alarms were installed on one vehicle.  
 

Captain Kizer recommended purchase of a hose washer.  At present staff must clean the hoses 
with a power washer or scrub them.  This is time-consuming and labor intensive while the hose 
washer completes the task efficiently with a higher level of quality.  The Department is 
recommending authorization to spend no more than $500 to purchase this equipment.   
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to approve no more than $500 for the purchase of a hose washer, 
support by Treasurer Stoneburner.   Carried. 
 

Al Sweitzer inquired if the Department has a provision that requires fire fighters to reimburse the 
Township for training if the fire fighter separates from the Township soon after completion.  There 
is no provision; Captain Kizer and Clerk Sportel-Bogard noted this has not been an issue. 
 

Trustee Feniger asked Captain Kizer if there have been issues with Wolverine Fireworks.  Captain 
Kizer noted a very favorable relationship.  Kalamazoo Speedway owners will be permitting the 
Department to use the on-site haunted house for a training exercise.  May 9th is the pancake 
breakfast at the Fire Station (8:00 – noon). 
 
 
 
 
 



ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard gave the Ordinance Enforcement report based on a written document 
prepared by Ordinance Enforcer Hoffman.  Fourteen and one-quarter hours of service were 
delivered in March.  Court cases are pending on 2 cases, 2 court appearance dates have been set 
and 4 written notices are pending.            
 
PARKS BOARD REPORT 
 

Parks Board Secretary Fisher noted minutes were previously forwarded to Board members and 
highlighted several items:  The Board plans to replace and/or remove play equipment in the back 
of the park.  Approval was given to Dick Bennett to plant native prairie grass on an area that 
includes a portion of his and Township properties.  Additional signage will be placed, including the 
designation of handicapped parking.  Volunteers are being sought for the car show on June 27th, 
work days for park maintenance, the Little League opener on April 25th and Trout Unlimited creek 
work on June 6th.  A “Newt’s Crossing” bridge marker will be placed on or near the bridge and a 
thank you will go to Little League for their work on the east parking lot.   
 

Trustee Potter-Williams inquired why funds from Little League were deposited into the restricted 
account rather than the general fund where they could offset funding provided by the Township.  
Past precedent was cited for the inquiry.  Board members could not immediately recall this and a 
query was made whether the Township reimbursed Little League for expenses at one point.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 

Ex-officio member Feniger reported the public hearing on the gravel mining ordinance resulted in a 
thorough review of the proposed ordinance with revisions made.  It is anticipated that it that the 
final recommended ordinance will be forwarded to the Board for action in May.  It was noted a brief 
amount of time was spent on the planned community survey.     
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Paid as of April 13, 2009 : $ 40,831.68 
General Account:   $ 28,926.16 
General Maxsaver:             $472,032.84 
Alamo Restricted Parks Fund  $   3,861.35   
Fire Truck LUG Account:             $ 18,213.33 
 

Treasurer Stoneburner notes 36 dog licenses were sold for 2009.  Delinquent summer or winter 
taxes impact 158 parcels for a total of $207,193.36.  Treasurer Stoneburner submitted a summary 
of summer and winter tax collections.  The total summer and winter tax spread is $3,460,634.79.  
Treasurer Stoneburner received accolades for a job well done.   
 
CLERK’S REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard reported $31,664.88 in liabilities for the month of March.   Further, she noted 
the daily receipt of absentee voter applications and the mailing of ballots.  The Township audit is 
scheduled for April 27-29 and will be staffed by Treasurer Stoneburner and her.      
 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Fireworks Permit 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to approve the permit requested by Wolverine Fireworks 
Display, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  Carried. 
 

Treasurer Stoneburner inquired whether all fireworks permits will be presented to the 
Board.  Supervisor Vlietstra noted this was the case adding that previous permits prompted 
for a signature from a Board member and now require Board action.   
 



2. Earth-Works Service Agreement 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard notes the Agreement covers mowing, maintenance and authorized 
clean up of the Township cemeteries.  Rates remain the same; only one application of 
fertilizer will be made this year.  Treasurer Stoneburner inquired about the $110.00 fee listed 
for Green Bower.  Clerk Sportel-Bogard will check on this.  Clean-up was noted as the same 
as last year; however, this figure varies and no figure is listed.  Costs that exceed last year’s 
fee will not be paid.   
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to approve the service agreement with Earth-Works for 
mowing and clean up in the Township cemeteries at last year’s rates, support by Treasurer 
Stoneburner.  Carried.    
 

3. Cemetery Markers   
 

 Clerk Sportel-Bogard cited a number of gravesites with no marker or family to purchase 
one.  Campbell-Murch will provide a small stone marker with name, date of birth and date of 
death for a fee of $125.00 per marker.  The bases are unfinished and will need to be set in 
concrete.  Gary Sportel will set (Roger Flath offered his assistance).  Clerk Sportel-Bogard 
is recommending the purchase of a few markers per year.   

 

 MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to purchase 5 markers for unmarked gravesites when 
there is no family or other known means to purchase, support by Trustee Feniger.  Carried. 

 

 Trustee Potter-Williams noted different organizations (for instance Veterans of Foreign 
Wars) or historical societies can provide assistance.  Treasurer Stoneburner noted some of 
the stones at Green Bower are tipping; Clerk Sportel-Bogard noted a number of the 
limestone stones are deteriorating.  She states she has received advice regarding repairs to 
the stones but not how to re-engrave.  Clerk Sportel-Bogard will conduct further research. 

 

4. Jeremy Wilson Service Agreement 
 

Jeremy Wilson’s proposed agreement covers lawns and clean up at the Fire Station, 
Township Hall and Museum.  Lawns run $80 per cut and $25 per hour for clean up.  This 
represents a $5 increase over 2008.  The cap for 2009 is $2,500. 
 

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to retain Jeremy Wilson’s services for mowing the 
Township Hall, Fire Station and Museum, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Carried. 
 

Treasurer Stoneburner suggested if volunteers at the Museum wish to mow Mr. Wilson 
should be notified.   
 

5. Electrical Upgrade for Township Hall. 
 

 Clerk Sportel-Bogard referenced quotes were received from 3 Township electricians to 
upgrade the electrical service at the Hall.  The Township electrical inspector, Henry Jager, 
met with each representative at the Hall, provided exact instructions and a walk-through.   

 

 Esper Electric:  $3,475 
 Engbers Electric: $3,720 
 Tishhouse Electric: $6,198 
 

 MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to request Esper Electric perform the electrical work, 
support by Trustee Potter-Williams.   

 

 Discussion regarding overall future plans for the Township Hall. 
 

 Trustee Potter-Williams – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes; Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Treasurer 
Stoneburner – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.  Carried.    

 

 
 
 



6. Resolution – General Appropriations Act 
 

 MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to accept a budget appropriation of $458,713.00 passed 
on March 9th retaining Fifth/Third as the Township bank, Siegfried Crandall as its auditor 
and Ford, Kriekard, Soltis & Wise as its legal counsel, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.   

 

 Treasurer Stoneburner noted a meeting this Thursday with another bank citing concern that 
Township deposits exceed FDIC limits.  Clerk Sportel-Bogard and Deputy Supervisor 
Fisher will also be in attendance.   

 

 Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Trustee Potter-Williams – yes; 
Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes.  Carried.     

 
AUTHORIZATION OF LIABILITIES 
 

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to pay the liabilities and authorize the Clerk and Treasurer to 
pay any others that may need consideration prior to the next Board meeting, support by Treasurer 
Stoneburner.  Carried. 
 
BOARD MEMBER TIME 
 

Supervisor Vlietstra reported an apparent meth problem at Ruppert Lake and noted April 20th has 
been scheduled as the date for mediation of the haul route dispute.  The Township will be 
represented by himself, Deputy Supervisor Fisher and Attorney Soltis.     
 
CITIZEN COMMENT  
 

Linda Rayman (Workgroup minutes are not online and regular meeting minutes sometimes refer to 
occurrences at the workgroup) 

Al Sweitzer (Moldy exterior on the northwest corner of the building is unsightly.)  A suggestion was 
made regarding power washing the exterior of the building.  Previous observations 
regarding cracks in the brickwork likely contributing to the mold issue at the Hall were 
referenced.  Supervisor Vlietstra suggested the need for a 10 year plan for the Township 
Hall asking whether the present facility should be bulldozed, whether a new building should 
be constructed behind the present building, etc. 

Terry Kizer (The Fire Fighter’s Association may be willing to cover the cost of gravesite markers for 
former fire fighters.)   

Mary Stoneburner (Thank you to Deputy Supervisor Fisher for the newsletter.) 
Mary Joliffe (Suggested a reminder be placed in the newsletter regarding dogs running loose).   
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to adjourn the meeting, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.   
Carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:57. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Garilyn Sportel-Bogard 
Alamo Township Clerk  


