
  ALAMO TOWNSHIP BOARD 
 

Alamo Township Hall 
7901 North 6th Street 

Kalamazoo, MI  49009 
 

May 9, 2011 

 
Present: Supervisor Vlietstra, Clerk Sportel-Bogard, Treasurer Stoneburner, Trustee Feniger, 

Attorney Soltis and Deputy Supervisor Fisher 
 

Absent: Trustee Potter-Williams 
 

Also present: 10 interested others 
 
 
Supervisor Vlietstra called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Invocation followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to excuse Trustee Potter-Williams, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  
Carried.  
 

MINUTES 
MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to approve the minutes of April 11, 2011, as written, support by 
Supervisor Vlietstra.  Carried.  
 

N. Covault (Asserted the minutes should be corrected.) Attorney Soltis stated the Board determines the 
accuracy of its minutes. 
 

PENDING LITIGATION 
MOTION by Trustee Feniger to move into closed session to discuss pending litigation, support by 
Treasurer Stoneburner.  (7:06 a.m.)  Carried.  
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to close the previous session and reopen the open session, support by 
Treasurer Stoneburner.  (7:34 p.m.) Carried.  
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to authorize Attorney Soltis to take action as determined through 
discussion in the closed session, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  Carried.  
 

ASSESSOR POSITION 
Supervisor Vlietstra stated additional time is required prior to making decisions concerning the Assessor’s 
resignation.  Attorney Soltis offered affirmation of proposed solutions and stated, citing IRS regulations, 
that the Assessor be classified as an employee.  He described establishing an Assessing Department with 
an assistant who the Assessor supervises. He stated the Assessor is accountable to the Board of Trustees.  
Treasurer Stoneburner praised Assessor Burd’s work under difficult circumstances and does not wish to 
lose her services.  Attorney Soltis stated if the current Assessor may possibly be willing to stay on, he 
suggested the Board not accept her resignation.  Supervisor Vlietstra would like to invite her to the next 
workshop.  (Assessor and Treasurer work well together – maintain her as the Assessor) 
 

TOWNSHIP CITATIONS 
In response to a query, Attorney Soltis suggested a show cause hearing for one property owner feeling this 
may be effective in achieving clean up of the subject property.   
 

Supervisor Vlietstra excused the Township Attorney from the remainder of the meeting.    
 

Deputy Supervisor Fisher inquired if the Board wished to discuss the suggestion that the Township update 
its BS&A general data lookup; the Township currently pays for quarterly updates.  Deputy Supervisor 
Fisher will obtain the 2011 fees for monthly updates.     
N. Covault (Upset with non-elected Official sitting with the Board and contacting the Attorney). 
 

E. Westra (Provided the Board with invoices from Attorney Soltis with Deputy Supervisor Fisher’s 
interactions highlighted.)  Supervisor Vlietstra stated he plans to seek guidance from the Board concerning 
procedure. 
 



BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
Deputy Supervisor Fisher reported April permits of 5 building, 1 mechanical and 3 electrical. ($1,335.20)  
She noted the Building Official was on a brief leave and inspections have been picked up temporarily by 
PCI. 
 

E. Westra (Several citizens have registration letters for existing outdoor furnaces without having an existing 
furnace.)  Trustee Feniger observed registrations were limited to existing furnaces and seeking registration 
otherwise is fraudulent.  Supervisor Vlietstra took Mr. Westra’s comments for information.   
 

CLERK’S REPORT      
Clerk Sportel-Bogard reported $40,106.10 in liabilities for the month of April. 
 

Participation in the May 3 election was 159 total votes cast, 84 absentee.  She sought support from the 
Board to enforce rules in the Alamo Center Cemetery to maintain a safe and respectful appearance.  The 
Board provided its support.  The WMU library and archives have duplicates of the materials (schedule 
provided earlier) the Township possesses.  Approval was sought to discard the materials on junk day.   
Trustee Feniger and Treasurer Stoneburner would like to delay this until next month.  Clerk Sportel-Bogard 
highlighted the quotes/drawings received from Workspace Solutions; the only company to be responsive, 
to date.  The plans may be customized and costs are expected to be lower than quoted.  Arrangements are 
not permanent offering future flexibility.  Interest was expressed relative to proceeding; no decisions were 
made. 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
Supervisor Vlietstra highlighted the written report provided by Chief Kizer.  The department responded to 
14 incidents, continuing education continued and the Department thanked Kalamazoo Speedway for their 
continued support in conducting training drills.       
 

MUSEUM REPORT 
Museum Committee Member Feniger reports the Museum is slated to open next week.  He has been 
seeking quotes for the removal of trees located along the property line.       
 

ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
Enforcement Officer’s services totaling 2.5 hours for April.  Supervisor Vlietstra noted he has forwarded 
several items to the Ordinance Enforcer. (Read by Clerk Sportel-Bogard) 
 

B. Smith (Inquired about several properties at the corner of 6th and D Avenue.)  Updates, as known, 
provided.  
 

PARKS BOARD REPORT 
Park Board Chair Landon reported the Board and volunteers assisted at the Little League opener.  The 
Board approved payment to Toothman Printing and recommends payment of up to $750 for the purchase 
of trophies (car show).  The pavilion roof is installed. A reference in the Park Board minutes to request that 
Little League pay for its electrical use prompted discussion. The Township pays the electricity costs.  
Trustee Feniger thought there was no harm in inquiring.   
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to pay the trophy and printing invoices, support by Trustee Feniger.  
Carried.   
 

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
Ex-officio member Feniger noted the agenda was comprised of working on the sign ordinance and 
recommending changes in the Outdoor Furnace Ordinance.   
 

J. Endres (Would like a simple Outdoor Furnace ordinance that is enforceable).  Trustee Feniger noted it is 
not a complicated ordinance. 
 

E. Westra (Why is the Deputy Supervisor copied on Outdoor Furnace registrations.)  Supervisor Vlietstra 
noted this is because she staffs the Building Department.   
 

N. Covault (Questioned the qualifications of the person designated to inspect outdoor furnaces).   
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
(through April 29, 2011) 
 



General Account:   $176,443.56 
Fire Truck Account:            $  18,307.14 
Alamo Township Park:  $    1,899.90 
Brokerage Holdings:   $250,214.07 
 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
1. Approval of Aggregate Industries’ Response to Compliance Report 
 Deputy Supervisor Fisher summarized that Aggregate Industries had been asked to forward a response 

and/or plan to comply with findings contained in the 2010 compliance report prepared by Landes 
Consulting.  Responses were received in February and March and brought to the Board in April.  
Demolition of the silo has been completed with rubble (not visible from the road) to be removed once the 
ground stabilizes. 

 

 MOTION by Trustee Feniger to accept the response to the compliance report, support by Treasurer 
Stoneburner.    Carried. 

 

2. Approval of Amendment #1 to Landes Consulting Agreement 
Supervisor Vlietstra noted the Amendment #1 formalizes the motion passed by the Board at the last 
meeting for the 2011 G Avenue mine inspection.   

 

MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to approve Amendment #1 to the Letter of Agreement with 
Landes Consulting, support by Trustee Feniger.  Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes; 
Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.   Carried. 

 

3. Dust Control 
 Supervisor Vlietstra read pertinent portions of the proposed contract from the Road Commission for 

the application of dust control measures.   
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to apply the well-brine application on an intermittent basis to all 
applicable areas except FG Avenue and the DE Avenue Park, which are continuous, support by 
Trustee Feniger.  Carried.   

 

AUTHORIZATION OF LIABILITIES 
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard for her and the Treasurer to pay the bills, support by Supervisor 
Vlietstra.  Carried. 
 
BOARD MEMBER TIME 
Treasurer Stoneburner reminded persons using the office portion of the Hall to lock the connecting door for 
security purposes; she has found the door open during off hours.   
Treasurer Stoneburner requested work group meetings be suspended for the summer.     
 

MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to cancel the work group meetings for July – September, support by 
Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  This will be further discussed in June; the motion was rescinded.   
 

CITIZEN COMMENT  
J. Endres (Queries on access to the Township Hall for the Eagle Scout project)  Arrangements to be made 
through Treasurer Stoneburner.   
N. Covault (Clerk takes the minutes, not the Deputy Supervisor) 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to adjourn, support by Supervisor Vlietstra.  Carried.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Garilyn Sportel-Bogard 
Alamo Township Clerk  


