
   
ALAMO TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 
7901 North 6th Street 

Kalamazoo, MI  49009 
(269) 382-3366 

 

June 8, 2009 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

Present: Supervisor Vlietstra, Clerk Sportel-Bogard, Treasurer Stoneburner, Trustee Feniger 
and Deputy Supervisor Fisher   

 

Absent: Trustee Potter-Williams 
 

Also Present: 5 interested persons 
 
 
 

 
Supervisor Vlietstra called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Invocation followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to excuse Trustee Potter-Williams from the meeting, support 
by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Carried. 
 
MINUTES 
 
 

MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to approve the work group minutes of June 1, 2009, support 
by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Carried.  
 
ASSESSOR’S REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard delivered the Assessor’s report based on a written document prepared by 
Assessor Laws.  The 2009 tax database has been prepared, fieldwork continues for reviews of 
sales and building permits, a land division was processed, a report was provided for the 
Southwestern Michigan Regional Information Center, deeds and property transfer affidavits were 
processed as well as principal residence homestead exemptions.     
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Deputy Supervisor Fisher reported May permits of 2 electrical, 1 mechanical and 2 building.  
($1,005.00 collected in fees).  The Building Department and others provided a Township resident 
who requested a building permit with assistance, time well spent, in seeking numerous 
prerequisites including filing for a special exemption use permit, land splits, county permits, etc.   
Building Inspector Cardiff continues on leave and Electrical Inspector Jager is on vacation for the 
next 2 weeks; the City of Kalamazoo will complete all inspections.  Building Inspector Cardiff 
continues to review all permit applications while on leave.     
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Captain Terry Kizer provided the Township Fire Department report prepared by Chief Moore.  The 
Department responded to 23 incidents in May including one house fire (Cooper, Oshtemo and 
Richland also assisting).  Two trainings were conducted at the Kalamazoo Speedway (search and 
rescue from a smoke filled structure and practice moving individuals and equipment up the tracks 
steep inclines to simulate those found on highway medians).  Thank you for Phil Stommen and 
Gary Howe.   The Department applied for the 2009 Assistance to Firefighter Grant (radio 
equipment and self-contained breathing apparatus cylinder replacement).  The Department will be 
providing a vehicle airbag demonstration at the June 27 car show in the Township Park.     



 
Captain Kizer reviewed the quote (provided to Board members) for the purchase of 7 pagers, 
chargers and service plans.  Funds are contained in the Department budget. 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to allow the Fire Department to purchase the pagers in 
accordance with the quote ($3,465.00), support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  Trustee Feniger – 
yes; Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.  Carried. 
 
ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard delivered the Ordinance Enforcer’s report based on a written document 
prepared by Ordinance Enforcer Hoffman.  Fourteen and one-quarter hours of service were 
delivered in May.  A recent court appearance resulted in a compliance order being issued.                
 
PARKS BOARD REPORT 
 

Parks Board Secretary reported that the May meeting was attended by T. Lobretto and F. Phillips 
to review details surrounding the upcoming Classic Cars in the Park on June 27.  The Board is 
evaluating play equipment to replace structures not deemed sufficiently durable for long term use.  
A work day (June 13) is scheduled to groom the trails, clean the DE ditch and reinforce the 
north/south ditch.  The Parks Board expressed its gratitude to Ranger Dick Bennett for soil 
preparation and planting of native prairie grasses on both his property and the Park’s.  Parks 
Board member Jack Landon was thanked for constructing a plaque to be placed on the Park 
bridge (Newt’s Crossing).     
 
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 

Ex-officio member Feniger reported the Commission completed its work on 46-61 (mining 
ordinance) and recommended it to the Board of Trustees for adoption.  Ordinance 46-62 (clean up) 
was revised and will be reviewed by the Planning Commission in July.  The survey to be used in 
concert with the Land Use Plan was finalized.  A public hearing was set for an application for the 
special exception use permit referenced during the Building Department report.  The referral by the 
Board of Trustees for a handicapped parking ordinance was deferred to the Township attorney.      
 

Supervisor Vlietstra referenced the culmination of the efforts of many in putting the mining 
ordinance together and highlighted a number of the components, many of which were derived from 
the consent judgment.   
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation to adopt 
Ordinance 46-61, support by Trustee Feniger.  Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Supervisor Vlietstra 
– yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes.  Carried. 
 

The ordinance is effective 7 days following publication.   
 

MOTION by Trustee Feniger to extend the moratorium through June 30, 2009 to accommodate the 
publication expectations, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.   
 

Deputy Supervisor Fisher suggested the timeframe contain the standard language of the earlier of 
the effective date or June 30th.  This language will be incorporated.   
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes; Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Trustee 
Feniger – yes. Carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Paid as of June 8, 2009 : $   9,236.31 
Received:    $   8,394.97 
General Account:   $ 35,464.05 
General Maxsaver:             $452,131.09 
Alamo Restricted Parks Fund  $   4,561.68   
Fire Truck LUG Account:             $ 18,214.86 



 
Supervisor Vlietstra noted a projected 15% reduction in state revenue sharing.  The impact on 
smaller townships was described to be ugly.   
 
CLERK’S REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard reported $32,581.09 in liabilities for the month of May.   
 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Banking Resolution 
 

 Treasurer Stoneburner presented a Resolution to modify Township’s banking institution. 
The change is favorable in terms of rate of return and provides FDIC insurance for all funds.   

 

 MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to adopt the modification to the General Appropriation Act 
Resolution, as noted, support by Trustee Feniger.  Trustee Feniger – yes; Treasurer 
Stoneburner – yes; Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.  Carried. 
 

2. 2008 Financial Audit 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard reported the Township audit for 2008 has been completed and a draft 
provided.   
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to accept the 2008 audit as presented by Siegfried 
Crandall, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes; Supervisor 
Vlietstra – yes; Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes.  Carried.        
 

3. Road Management Policy   
 

 Deputy Supervisor Fisher noted the policy is the same as the last version provided.  It 
reflects a more preventative approach to road management and provides guidance for 
prioritizing Township road work.  She noted a conversation with Joanna Johnson, Managing 
Director of the Road Commission, who states the Road Commission can provide some 
technical assistance with implementing the collection of data and also looked to the future 
as the Road Commission automates critical road information.     

 

 MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to adopt and implement the policy on road management 
services, support by Trustee Feniger.  Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Supervisor Vlietstra – 
yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes; Trustee Feniger – yes.  Carried. 
 

4. Other 
 

A. Junk Day.  Trustee Feniger recommended bringing junk day hours into alignment 
with the regular monthly recycling (9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.).  This represents a 
savings to the Township; trending demonstrates the vast majority of residents attend 
earlier than 1:00 p.m.  Current hours for spring are 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., fall from 
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

 MOTION by Trustee Feniger to change the spring and fall junk days to 9:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m., support by Supervisor Vlietstra.  Carried.   

   
AUTHORIZATION OF LIABILITIES 
   

MOTION by Trustee Feniger to pay the liabilities and authorize the Clerk and Treasurer to pay any 
others that may need consideration prior to the next Board meeting, support by Treasurer 
Stoneburner.  Carried. 
 
BOARD MEMBER TIME 
 

No comments.       
 



CITIZEN COMMENT  
 

S. Giacobone (Inquired about the surface of F Avenue between 6th and 7th).  Supervisor Vlietstra 
noted grinding of the gravel overlay into the black top will occur as soon as the rain ceases.  
Dust control will be applied for the 6 weeks it will take to compact the surface prior to the 
surface being chip sealed.   

Linda Ranney yman (Inquired about the township blight ordinance).  Information provided. 
Al Sweitzer (Inspected and is recommending tree trimming, replacement of fixture (photo sensitive) 

and junction box to restore the light to the flag.  The estimated cost is approximately $35.  
Mr. Sweitzer generously will donate his services to install.  He also inquired about zoning 
for a new Township metal recycler.) 

Terry Kizer (Highlighted the equipment purchases made by the Fire Fighters’ Association for the 
benefit of the Township Fire Department).  

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to adjourn the meeting, support by Treasurer Stoneburner 
Carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:55. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Garilyn Sportel-Bogard 
Alamo Township Clerk  


