
ALAMO TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 
7901 North 6th Street 

Kalamazoo, MI  49009 
(269) 382-3366 

 
JUNE 9, 2008 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Present: Supervisor Vlietstra, Clerk Sportel-Bogard, Treasurer Stoneburner, Trustee 
Feniger, Trustee Potter-Williams, Attorney Soltis and Deputy Supervisor Fisher 

 
Also Present: Approximately 8 interested persons 
 
     
Supervisor Vlietstra called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Invocation and the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES 
 

MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to approve the workshop minutes of June 2, 2008, as 
written, support by Trustee Feniger.  Carried.  
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 
 

Supervisor Vlietstra reported sufficient funding has been identified from the coalition of regional 
municipalities to replace 12th Street between Packerland and C Avenue in 2011 and from C 
Avenue to D Avenue in 2012 creating an all season road.   
 

5th Street has been closed.  The Parks Board has requested an access gate; the Road 
Commission has total authority for the road but is willing to work with the Township to the 
degree permitted by regulations.   
 

Dust control was applied and likely has been washed away by the recent torrential rains.   
 

C and E Avenue road work has commenced..   
 
ASSESSOR’S REPORT 
 

No report was received.   Deputy Supervisor Fisher reports that Assessor. Laws will have the 
census reconciliation research and meetings completed prior to July’s Board meeting.   
Treasurer Stoneburner noted she is hopeful Assessor Laws has received the needed millage 
rates from the County so that summer taxes may be run. 
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard presented the written report prepared by Building Inspector Henderson.  
Four building, 1 mechanical and 2 electrical permits were issued in May.         
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Captain Case reports the Fire Department would like to hire 4 firefighters (applications 
provided). Interviews, background checks and driving records have been completed.  Captain 
Case explained that non-Township residents must live within 4.2 miles of Alamo center 
regardless of living in the Township; all new hires are subject to a one-year probationary period.  



One of the candidates will turn 18 in July.  Approval at this time is requested to permit 
registration at various required trainings.   
 

Captain Case was thanked for her work in contacting AT&T to restore phone service to a portion 
of the Township. 
 

MOTION by Trustee Feniger to approve hiring of the 4 applicants as recommended, Mr. 
Corradini’s hire date to be effective upon his 18th birthday, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  
Carried.     
 
ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard presented the written report prepared by Ordinance Enforcer Hoffman.  
Five hours of service were delivered for May.         
 
PARKS BOARD REPORT 
 

Chair Covault reported Trout Unlimited was at the DE Avenue Park three days last week 
(planning meeting, training with DEQ and expanding the trout habitat in the creek).  Vandalism 
in the form of rocks either being thrown in the creek or trout structures destroyed continues.  
Four youth were caught on Monday.  Chair Covault expressed concern about the lack of dust 
control at the Park and the upcoming car show.  Reference was made to the Kalamazoo 
Christian Schools Use Agreement and its placement later on the agenda.     
 
ZONING BOARD REPORT 
 

Supervisor Vlietstra provided the Zoning Board report for Chair Smith.  The public hearing was 
held on June 3.  No changes were recommended to the Vehicle Wash Ordinance.  The 
Campground and Zoning Permit Ordinances will be redrafted and distributed for review.  The 
Zoning Board will formally review these changes at its July meeting and forward to the Board 
once ready for approval.     
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Paid as of May 12, 2008:  $11,268.16 
Received:    $     943.00 
General Account:   $  8,517.27 
General Maxsaver:            $467,310.02  
Fire Truck LUG Account:             $18,033.94 
 

Treasurer Stoneburner reported on several updates:  Summer taxes will be sent July 1, 
research is being completed on the warranties on the faulty windows on the south side of the 
Hall and contact will be made with the exterminator to have the Hall and Fire Department 
treated for bugs.     
 
CLERK’S REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard reports April liabilities of $23,118.22.  A resolution to establish an 
Absentee Counting Board for the November election will be brought to the Board in July.  A 
commercial shredder is needed at the Township Hall; a suitable piece of equipment is available 
from Integrity for $265. 
 
MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to purchase a heavy duty shredder, support by Trustee 
Feniger.  Carried. 
 
 
 



NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Settlement of Mallett Case   
 

Attorney Soltis summarized the Mallett suit explaining that Jim Nelson (representing the 
Township in this matter) and Jim Porter had discussed settlement.  An earlier offer to 
settle made by Mr. Porter was rejected.  Attorney Nelson offered two possible solutions 
to Mr. Porter:  $1,500 or $1,000 plus an apology.  On behalf of Mr. Mallett, Mr. Porter 
accepted the $1,500.  Attorney Nelson and Attorney Soltis believe that the Township’s 
position on the case is correct and settling the suit does not include any admission of 
wrongdoing.  

 

 MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to settle the Mallett suit for the $1,500, support by 
Trustee Feniger.  Treasurer Stoneburner – yes, Trustee Feniger – yes, Clerk Sportel-
Bogard – yes; Supervisor Vlietstra – yes, Trustee Potter-Williams.  Carried.  

 

 Attorney Soltis will contact Attorney Nelson with the Board’s decision. 
 
2. Response to Bill Henderson Letter   
 

Supervisor Vlietstra and Deputy Supervisor Fisher referenced the letter dated May 15 
(but received considerably later) from the Hendersons.  The Township’s response to the 
Henderson’s April 1 letter (past compensation) was sent May 13.  A response to the May 
15 letter is recommended to affirm the $7,000 all inclusive annual salary, ascertain that 
Mr. Henderson desires and is willing to continue to provide services to the Township and 
to establish a meeting between the parties to assure clarity of responsibilities.   
 
MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to authorize a response by the Township to the 
Henderson’s correspondence of May 15 to affirm the $7,000 all inclusive salary, to 
ascertain Mr. Henderson’s desire and willingness to provide services for the Township 
and to request a meeting, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  Treasurer Stoneburner – 
yes, Trustee Feniger – yes, Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes, Supervisor Vlietstra – yes, 
Trustee Potter-Williams – yes.  Carried. 
 

3. Hazardous Waste Letter of Agreement 
 

 Deputy Supervisor Fisher provided a summary of the materials provided at the June 2 
workshop meeting.  A letter was received from Thomas Dewhirst concerning the contract 
for household hazardous waste.  General operating fees of $971 out of a total contract 
amount of $1,200 has resulted in the funds available for disposal costs being quickly 
depleted.  A Letter of Agreement is necessary in order for Alamo residents to participate 
in this service.  Mr. Dewhirst recommends that an additional $800 be allocated to cover 
services for the remainder of the calendar year.  

 

MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to allocate $800 to cover disposal costs for the 
remainder of the 2008 program year, support by Trustee Potter-Williams.   Carried.  

 
4. Parks Board Recommendation for Additional Use of DE Avenue Park 
 

 Support for instituting the Park/Wildlife Sanctuary Restoration Project (service learning 
project of the Kalamazoo Christian Schools to commence this fall) was expressed.  
Attorney Soltis inquired whether direct supervision of the students would occur and 
whether the Township retained the authority for direction and that the Township was not 
putting itself in a position of assuming liability.  Chair Covault noted the former was true 
and Supervisor Vlietstra will contact the Township’s insurance carrier.   

 

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to authorize use of the Park as described, pending 
resolution of the insurance question, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  Trustee 
Feniger – yes; Trustee Potter-Williams – yes; Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Supervisor 
Vlietstra – yes, Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Carried.  



 
5. Tire Recycling 
 

 Trustee Feniger provided a recommendation for fees to cover the cost of the $400 to 
offer a tire collection site for the August 9 recycling.   

 

$2.00 (car tires with rims) 
$3.00 (oversize car tires) 
$5.00 (truck and racing tires) 
$25.00 (tractor tires)  (Conditional on space availability) 
 

Supervisor Vlietstra and Trustee Feniger stated that batteries of any size may also be 
dropped off on August 9 for $1.00 per battery.  Al Sweitzer recommended that baking 
soda and water be immediately available for safety reasons in case of accidental contact 
with battery acid.  

 
6. Cemetery Drive Bids 
 

 Six bids were received and reviewed by the Board.  Bids ranged from $5,850 - $11,208.  
Trustee Potter-Williams inquired about the quote for extending an operational waterline 
in the Alamo Cemetery.  Clerk Sportel-Bogard noted that this is not part of the bid; 
however, an extension is being evaluated.   

 

MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to accept the $5,850 bid submitted by VanderVeen, 
support by Trustee Feniger.  Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Trustee Potter-Williams – yes; 
Trustee Feniger – yes; Treasurer Stoneburner – yes, Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Carried.  
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard noted that proof of insurance had been received from J & S Tree 
Service. 
 

7. Other – Zoning Board of Appeals Report   

 Chair Al Sweitzer reported he has been appointed chair of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
and Alyce Osborn had been appointed secretary.  The Board met of May 28th to hear 
two appeals and will meet on June 11th at 7:00 p.m.  Additional information was 
requested and is being obtained to facilitate decisions being made. 

      
AUTHORIZATION OF LIABILITIES   

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to pay the liabilities and any others that may need 
consideration prior to the next Board meeting, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Carried. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENT  
 

Richard Allen (Provided history of construction and failure of the waterline in the Alamo 
Cemetery) 

Al Sweitzer (Provided additional comment on the current state of 12th Street and the planned 
roadwork for 2011-2012)  

Cheryl Case (Inquired about patching of 12th Street pending the resurfacing and noted a recent 
incident on 12th Street involving farm equipment) 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to adjourn the meeting, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  
Carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Garilyn Sportel-Bogard 
Alamo Township Clerk  


