
ALAMO TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 

7901 North 6th Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

 
July 11, 2011 

 
 

Present:                  Supervisor Vlietstra, Treasurer Stoneburner, Trustee Feniger, Trustee                      
                               Potter-Williams, Clerk Sportel-Bogard, Deputy Supervisor Fisher. 
Also present:          6 interested persons. 
 
Supervisor Vlietstra opened the meeting with the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES 
Motion to approve the minutes of the work session on July 5, 2011 made by Trustee 
Potter-Williams.  Supervisor Vlietstra asked the date be placed on the work session 
minutes and clarified the fee schedule needs to be re examined for the building 
department.   Treasurer Stoneburner stated corrections not made on June 13, 201l 
minutes: remove clerk’s report, Supervisor oversees the building department from a 
distance.  Corrections on July 5, 2011 to be – Supervisor agreed with Treasurer 
Stoneburner on consulting with Landes Consulting regarding the gravel mine, Treasurer 
Stoneburner will pass information to Trustee Potter-Williams regarding the person to 
consult at the Mobile Home Park, supported by Supervisor Vlietstra.   Carried. 
Treasurer Stoneburner opposed, Trustee Feniger abstained (absent from work session) 
 
ASSESSOR 
Treasurer Stoneburner made a motion to purchase the APEX software for the Assessor, 
supported by Trustee Feniger.  Carried. 
Deputy Fisher explained this software failed to be renewed a few years ago. Cost of 
$545.00 which includes one-year maintenance.  Maintenance cost of $215.00 per year 
there after. 
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
Building department Fisher reported three (3) building permits, four (4) electrical, and 
five (5) mechanical permits for the month. Total $1412.10.  Business continues to be 
brisk.  Referred recommendation on permit fees to the August work session. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT 
Liabilities for the month of June:    $42,277.30. 
 
FIRE AND RESCUE 
Supervisor Vlietstra reviewed Chief Kizer’s written report for June.  The Department 
responded to 13 medical emergencies, 3 vehicle accidents, a false alarm, burning 
complaint, 1 car fire and 4 dispatches that were cancelled enroute.  Training took place 
on June 6 and June 20.  Chief Kizer hopes to have a quote in place for a computer by the 



August meeting.  He is planning to apply for the FEMA Assistance to the Firefighter 
grant.  This would be helpful in purchasing SCBA’s for the department.  Would like to 
purchase approximately 16 packs.  Cost around $100,000. and the Township’s portion 
would be around 5% of the amount. (if grant is received).  Department also participated 
in the Alamo Park car show. 
 
ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT 
 Officer Hoffman worked 7 ¾ hours. Supervisor Vlietstra reported that the F Avenue 
situation seems to be slightly cleaned up in front of residence.   
 
MUSEUM 
Trustee Feniger reported 16 visitors on Thursday.  (July 7).  They enjoyed their visit. 
 
PARKS 
     1)  Jack Landon expressed disappointment that the newsletter was received after the 
car show was held.  Trustee Potter-Williams suggested the newsletter could possibly be 
mailed 2 weeks earlier so the information regarding the Patriot’s Pavilion dedication will 
be received before September 11. 

2) Marshall Champion gave the committee an insect count and information on 
improving the insect habitat by the stream.  1900 Trout were released into the stream. 

3) The car show was a great success. 
4) Lou Conti noted there is now electric at the Pavilion.  Recommended 

building a children’s play area in the Park near the pavilion.  Handed the Board members 
a map showing the area where it would be placed.  Stated it is part of the 5-year plan.  A 
complete play area 8’x8’.  Tree house would be 8’ off the ground with Teflon coated 
railings going completely around (except by the door).  Chair Tim Britian verified the 
design will meet all codes. 

5) Proposing the Township Board cover the expense of sand to be placed in the lower 
level.  $1200.00.  The structure will be funded by the Parks Committee.  $1800.00. 
Deputy Supervisor stated Attorney Soltis recommended the board have a complete set of 
plans.   Motion by Trustee Potter-Williams for the Parks Committee to go forward with 
building the children’s play area in the Township Park supported by Supervisor Vlietstra.  
Discussion regarding the ‘sand box’.  No rim around the area, it will be dug in and entire 
project will look architecturally good. 

             Roll call vote:  Supervisor Vlietstra-yes, Treasurer Stoneburner-yes, Trustee 
Potter-Williams, Trustee Feniger-no (would like to see the plans and have the building 
Inspector look at the plans also). Clerk Sportel-Bogard-yes. 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
Trustee Feniger reported working on Article 5 of the zoning district, working on wording 
for the sign ordinance, completion should be soon.  The house that requested to be built 
in limited development was referred to the building department.  The Wood Burning 
Ordinance in on hold at this time.  Approved the amended site plan for the midget 
racetrack at the Kalamazoo Speedway.   

 
 



TREASURER’S REPORT 
Treasurer Stoneburner reported: 
     General Fund  $205,313.18 
 Fire Truck  $  18,308.70 
 Parks                           $    1,847.50 
 
OTHER BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
Supervisor Vlietstra reported receiving the audit report from Siegfried and Crandall. 
The Township received an excellent report and commented on the contingency fund. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Vlietstra to give Landes Consulting permition to inspect the 
sloping at the gravel mine, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.   Carried. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Vlietstra to pass a resolution opposing Incorporation as a Charter 
Township. 
Discussed if we want to oppose Incorporation as a Charter Township.  If so, we must 
establish a resolution.  L. Conti suggested we explore if there are advantages or benefits 
of incorporation.  The Governor seems to focus on doing away with Township 
municipalities.  N. Covault would like the Board to list the pro’s and con’s of becoming a 
charter township.  A charter township can levy taxes.   Motion died due to lack of 
support.  Item tabled until the August meeting. 
 
Treasurer Stoneburner reported purchasing 6 tables for the rental hall at a cost of 
$690.75.   Motion by Supervisor Vlietstra to pay for the tables, supported by Trustee 
Feniger.  Carried.  [Treasurer did not purchase the tables] 
 
Treasurer Stoneburner questioned Sackett’s Carpet check.  This check covered the cost of 
the carpet.  After job is completed the balance for labor will be billed to us. [carpet for 
office and hall]. 
 
Motion by Trustee Potter-Williams to pay the liabilities, supported by Trustee Feniger. 
Carried. 
 
BOARD MEMBER TIME 
Treasurer Stoneburner reported her revolving fund quote was not correct as she missed a 
certain amount.  The amount we will receive should be $8,207.08.  She thanked Ron for 
getting 5 bids for cutting of the trees at the Museum.  Ron reported they are not cut as 
yet. 
 
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 
R. Bennett – disturbed about the timely matter in which citizen’s are receiving the 
newsletter.  Newsletter is very important to the citizens.  Received his letter after the car 
show.  Concerned regarding the timing of the next newsletter, which should have the 
information on the September 11 event in the park. Questioned if there was a way to 
insure the newsletter would get out on time, possibly contacting the postal officials. 
 



 
L. Conti – noted the nice article about Tim Britian in the newsletter.  Possibly do this for 
other businesses, such as Esper Electric and recognize Scott Pennell who did the 
electrical at the Pavilion free of charge.  Also an article regarding the Alamo Foundation. 
Also noted the Foundation can move in a more timely matter than the township board. 
 
Al Sweitzer – suggested the Parks Board get with Gail Secord (Kalamazoo Gazette) to do 
an article advertising the dedication of the Pavilion.  Noted that 12th Street road 
improvement is coming along well.  Supervisor Vlietstra noted that the pulverizing 
begins on the 18th of July. 
 
L. Conti – passed out copy of Supervisor Vlietstra’s statement of the June meeting, with a 
taxpayer’s response statement, which he read. 
 
N. Couvalt – the Park’s development took 15 minutes.  Board must communicate at all 
times.  Nothing has been done regarding expense on unauthorized contact with attorney. 
 
Motion by Trustee Potter-Williams to adjourn the meeting, supported by Treasurer 
Stoneburner.  Carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:08 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Garilyn Sportel-Bogard 
 
 


