
  ALAMO TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 
7901 North 6th Street 

Kalamazoo, MI  49009 
(269) 382-3366 

 

July 13, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

Present: Supervisor Vlietstra, Clerk Sportel-Bogard, Treasurer Stoneburner, Trustee Feniger, 
Trustee Potter-Williams and Deputy Supervisor Fisher   

 
Also Present: 4 interested persons 
 
 
 

 
Supervisor Vlietstra called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Invocation followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES 
 
 

MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to approve the work group minutes of July 6, 2009, support by 
Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  Carried.  
 
ASSESSOR’S REPORT 
 

No report was received.  Deputy Supervisor Fisher inquired if the July Board of Review was 
scheduled; Supervisor Vlietstra to follow up.       
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Deputy Supervisor Fisher reported Building Inspector Cardiff has returned to work full-time and 
reported June permits of 4 electrical, 1 mechanical and 2 building.  ($862.00 collected in fees).  A 
revised permit/inspection fee schedule was provided for consideration.  The sole modifications 
govern the use of refunds for permits and removes clarifying language regarding the fee 
changeover in 2007.   
 
MOTION by Treasurer Stoneburner to add “Refunds of permit fees will not be issued once work 
covered by the permit has commenced.  In the event a permit is cancelled prior to work 
commencing, a refund will be issued (upon written request by the applicant) less an administrative 
fee reflective of the actual costs incurred by the Township in processing the permit and/or refund, 
but in no case less than $35.00”, support by Supervisor Vlietstra.  Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; 
Trustee Feniger – yes; Trustee Potter-Williams – no (doesn’t believe in administrative fees); 
Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; and Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.  Carried.  
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

Assistant Chief Molenaar provided the Township Fire report prepared by Chief Moore.  The 
Department responded to 21 incidents in June with an average response time of 7.7 minutes.  
Trainings included discussion concerning accessing and evacuating the C Avenue campgrounds 
and a two-part exercise consisting of assessing and/or testing water sources within the Township 
as well as testing the firefighters’ ability to draft and locate the closest water source.  The 
Department offered storm-related assistance and provided demonstrations at the recent Classics 
in the Park car show.  The Department expressed its appreciation to the Parks Board and the 
community for its support.  Captain Cheryl Case stepped down from her command officer rank to 
pursue other interests and graciously agreed to remain with the Department in a less operational 



role, retaining the title of Captain.  Captain Case has been a valuable member of the Department 
for 14 years and the Department requests she continue to receive the respect and appreciation 
she deserves and has earned.  The following changes have taken place:  Assistant Chief Molenaar 
and Captain Kizer perform a few additional duties.  Mike Corradini is now Captain/Safety Officer; 
Jeremy Wilson is a 1st Lieutenant.  Brian Ekema was promoted to Lieutenant out of a field of 4 very 
qualified candidates.   Annual physicals, per the established schedule, are underway.  Chief Moore 
has provided two Standard Operating Procedures as informational items.  Locks to the fire station 
have been changed and keys distributed.  The Department continues to look for grant funding 
opportunities. 
 

The Department recommends hiring of Russell Scott, a trained firefighter. 
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to hire Russell Scott as a volunteer firefighter for Alamo 
Township, support by Trustee Potter-Williams.  Carried. 
 

Assistant Chief Molenaar request approval for he and his spouse to attend a multi-day Michigan 
Fire Chief’s Association leadership conference using funds in the Department training budget.  
Tuition is $285.00 with lodging running approximately $100 per night.   
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to authorize attendance and funding for Assistant Chief Molenaar 
and his spouse to attend the training, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  4–1 (Treasurer 
Stoneburner)  Carried. 
 

Treasurer Stoneburner referenced the potential for audit exceptions as a result of Township funds 
being used for non-official business; the registration application being ambiguous concerning the 
capacity of one of the registrants.  Clarifying inquires were made by Trustee Potter-Williams and 
Deputy Supervisor Fisher resulting in a revised motion.  Assistant Chief Molenaar stated Pat 
Molenaar would be participating in the coursework offered during the multi-day event in addition to 
the social aspects of the event. 
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to authorize attendance and funding for Assistant Chief Molenaar 
and Firefighter Molenaar, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  4–1 (Treasurer Stoneburner)  Carried.  
 

The Department is recommending contracting for hose testing and received two bids.  Costs 
incurred by contracting are expected to be lower than staff conducting the testing with lowered 
liability.  Purging of old hose will occur before testing. 
 

MOTION by Trustee Feniger to accept the FireKATT bid at a cost of 29 cents per foot and no 
mileage, support by Trustee Potter-Williams.  Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Trustee Potter-Williams – 
yes; Trustee Feniger – yes; Treasurer Stoneburner – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes.  Carried.   
 

Supervisor Vlietstra introduced a discussion on the hazardous materials program and a 
recommended fee of $600.  This was initially presented as a related activity to the contract 
established for the Fire Tower.  He reports Peter Battani, County Administrator, has initiated the 
request and believes a contract has been received; the contract to be distributed to Board 
members for review.  Clarifying inquiries or statements by Trustee Potter-Williams, Deputy 
Supervisor Fisher and Assistant Chief Molenaar led to the conclusion that the referenced program 
was separate from the Fire Tower and addressed static costs of the program not otherwise 
covered by other funding.  More precise information to be provided at a later date.   
 
ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard gave the Ordinance Enforcer’s report based on a written document prepared 
by Ordinance Enforcer Hoffman.  Ten and one-half hours of service were delivered in June.    
Trustee Feniger asked that resident addresses appear on future reports.   A question was raised 
on materials accumulating on a business on D Avenue; the Building Department will pursue.   

   
 



PARKS BOARD REPORT 
 

Parks Board Secretary noted the 3rd Annual Classics in the Park was successful and expressed 
the Park Boards appreciation to the Fire Department for their contributions.  An inventory 
(voluntary) designed to enhance safety in township recreational venues was received from the 
Township’s insurance carrier.  The Park Rangers will complete the inventory and report back.  
Park Board members will be assisting the Nature Conservancy on October 10th (2nd Street Sand 
Creek area) and members request early access to “junk day” to accommodate this community 
partnership.       
 
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 

Ex-officio member Feniger reported the need for additional information from Attorney Soltis to 
complete Ordinance 46-62 (clean-up of multiple ordinances); discussion continued on handicapped 
parking and the Commission is awaiting compilation of the survey recently sent to residents.   
 

Member Sweitzer added a public hearing was held on the VanderVeen special exception use 
permit which was issued and that the Commission was approached regarding a possible Dog Park.  
Treasurer Stoneburner inquired about the SEUP fee referenced in the Commission minutes.   
Supervisor Vlietstra reported receipt of the check; following clarifying discussion it was determined 
the check would be returned to the applicants.  In response to questions asked, Deputy Supervisor 
Fisher responded building permits have not been received to commence work on the previously 
approved wireless towers.      
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Paid as of July 13, 2009 $  13,157.18  
Received $  45,557.92 
General Account: $490,349.22 
Alamo Parks Fund $    6,417.39   
Alamo Fire Truck Account $  18,216.39 
 

Trustee Potter-Williams inquired about the status of the bank transfer; Treasurer Stoneburner 
reported the transfer is complete but for clearing of outstanding checks.   
 
CLERK’S REPORT 
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard reported $44,839.86 in liabilities for the month of June.   

 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Household Hazardous Waste Amendment 
 

 An additional allocation of funds to the Household Hazardous Waste program is necessary 
to enable Township residents to continue to use this service without charge.  The County is 
recommending an additional allocation of $700.00.   

 

 MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to amend the Household Hazardous Waste contract by 
adding $700.00 to complete the contract year, support by Treasurer Stoneburner.  Carried. 
 

2. 5th Street 
 

Deputy Supervisor Fisher noted the Jirgens current feeling is to proceed with petitioning for 
abandonment.  Supervisor Vlietstra’s initial thought to seek a boundary survey of the Park 
has modified as boundaries appear clearer than otherwise thought.  Consumer’s Energy has 
been consulted and access to their lines is available using a route other than 5th Street.  
Contact with AT&T continues.  Road Commissioner Managing Director Johnson is on 
vacation this week and Supervisor Vlietstra referenced outstanding questions regarding the 
bridge deck.  No action is being requested by the Board at this time.  Outstanding questions 
include not only the cost to remove the bridge plate (as stated by the Road Commission as 



a requirement associated with abandonment) but whether the Township should incur any 
percentage of this cost given the Road Commission acted to close the road apart from 
Township input or choice.  The Road Commission has stated the road is blocked even to 
pedestrians.  It was noted that retention of the bridge deck will allow continued pedestrian 
traffic.  A report will be brought to the next Board meeting.     
 

3. Environment Health Program Enhancement   
 

Trustee Potter-Williams explained the Healthy Homes for Kalamazoo (H2K) Program 
referencing the June 17 memo from the Kalamazoo County Health & Community Services 
(Environmental Heath).  The County is soliciting participation on a H2K Coalition from 
township officials, building inspectors and any other agency that performs home visits.  
Trustee Potter-Williams states grants are anticipated to assist with funding and no 
additional funding from participants is being requested at this time.  The primary 
beneficiaries for this program are inner city dwellings/residents.  Supervisor Vlietstra asked 
if this program could be used to reinstate the Meth Czar.  Trustee Potter-Williams clarified 
that while the meth program can no longer afford the full-time coordinator, the program will 
continue running and referenced the July 6 memo from the County.     
 

 MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to authorize Trustee Potter-Williams to take part in the 
meeting anticipated for September 2009 for the Healthy Homes for Kalamazoo Program, 
support by Trustee Feniger.  Carried. 
 

4. Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate 
 

 MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra to appoint Gerrit Bosch as the alternate to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals, support by Trustee Feniger.  Trustee Potter-Williams – yes; Treasurer 
Stoneburner – no; Supervisor Vlietstra – yes; Clerk Sportel-Bogard – yes; Trustee Feniger 
– yes.  Carried. 
 

5.  Other 
 

 A. Sweitzer noted the Zoning Board of Appeals will meet on August 3 regarding variances 
sought for the 12th Street wireless tower and a setback to a residential dwelling on 6th 
Street.  He would also like to pursue the establishment of by-laws. 

 
AUTHORIZATION OF LIABILITIES   

MOTION by Trustee Potter-Williams to pay the liabilities, support by Clerk Sportel-Bogard.  
Carried. 
 
BOARD MEMBER TIME 
 

Trustee Potter-Williams referenced recent articles in the Gazette regarding the historical preservation 
of homes on 2nd and 12th Streets.  
 

Supervisor Vlietstra noted the selected bidder for the 12th Street project was not known as yet.  He 
also noted an upcoming Supervisors’ meeting where agenda items include 9-1-1 dispatch and 
demolition issues.       
 

Clerk Sportel-Bogard referenced the planned absences of two Board members from the August work 
group meeting. 
 

MOTION by Clerk Sportel-Bogard to cancel the August 3rd works group, support by Treasurer 
Stoneburner.  Carried. 
 

Deputy Supervisor Fisher will take care of appropriate notices. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENT  
 



M. Joliffe (Inquired about the amount of donations received during the Classics in the Park)  
Deputy Supervisor noted approximately $1,800 was received in donations; final tallies 
are not complete.)   

  
ADJOURNMENT  
 

MOTION by Supervisor Vlietstra, support by Trustee Potter-Williams. Carried.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Garilyn Sportel-Bogard 
Alamo Township Clerk  


